
Animal By-products Trader Notice No. 1/2010
Approval of Technical Plants -Taxidermy

Background

Taxidermy involving farmed or pet animals requires approval from this Department under the animal by-products (ABP) regulations. However, as wild animals are not subject to the ABP regulations, this requirement does not apply to taxidermy involving wild animals. Taxidermists who only treat wild animals not suspected of being infected with diseases communicable to humans or animals do not require approval under the ABP regulations.

This notice sets out the requirements for approval of a technical plant (taxidermy) under the ABP regulations.

Legal basis

The main regulations in this area are set out in Regulation (EC) No. 1774/2002, as amended. It is an offence under the European Communities (Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies and Animal By-products) Regulations 2008 (S.I. No. 252 of 2008) to operate an unapproved technical plant using animal by-products for taxidermy.

Requirements

Under the ABP regulations approved technical plants (taxidermy) must keep certain records, must meet certain hygiene requirements, must have a HACCP plan in place and must dispose of unused ABP to an approved Category 1 rendering plant. There are also important regulations applying to the importation of animal material including game trophies from other countries.

Further Information

Further information, including application forms and detailed approval conditions, can be obtained from PJ Kelly, Animal By-products Section, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Pavilion B, Grattan Business Centre, Portlaoise Tel: 057-8694347.
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