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Animal By Products Trader Notice 03/2011

Recording of quantities of fallen animals on commercial documents dispatched from Category 2 Intermediate Plants

1. Background / Legal basis
The  ABP Regulations which came into effect on 4 March 2011, require that the Commercial Document accompanying the load dispatched from Category 2 Intermediate Plants must provide details of the quantity of the material in volume, weight or number of packages. (See point (f)(iii) of point 6 of Chapter III of Annex VIII of Commission  Regulation EU 142/2011).  In the context of the new regulations, the two options available to the operator to record the required information on fallen animals are set out in paragraph 2 below. 

2.  Options for recording quantities of ABP on commercial documents

(a) Option 1. Installing weighbridges/using weighing equipment on site
The use of weighbridges, the use of mobile weighing devices, or the use of vehicles which have weighing scales integrated into the body of the truck are the most preferable methods of weighing loads dispatched by Category 2 Intermediate Plants. It is however acknowledged that in the current economic climate investment in weighing equipment would be a significant cost. 

(b) Option 2: Using the tonnage capacity of the receptacle used to transport the fallen animals
Individual trailers or skips being used by the Category 2 Intermediate Plants will have their tonnage capacity registered on the receptacle register. In order to achieve this, all operators should  provide exact tonnage capacities for the individual receptacles to  Milk and Meat Hygiene/ABP Division, Grattan House, Grattan Business Centre,  Portlaoise, Co Laois.  When the commercial document is being completed by the operator for a consignment of ABP to the processing plant, the following information must be entered under the item “quantity of material”: 

· The tonnage capacity and the nature of the receptacle (e.g. 10 tonne skip, 25 tonne trailer etc.) 

· The extent to which the receptacle is filled (e.g. ½ 10 tonne skip, 1 full 25 tonne trailer etc.)

Procedures currently in place which will help make this system more robust are as follows: 

· The consignment of Cat 1 ABP is weighed on arrival at the processing facility. The weighbridge docket is produced in triplicate 

· The processing plant weighbridge docket makes reference to receptacle identity code 

· A copy of the weighbridge docket is returned to knackery 

· The copy of the weighbridge docket is attached to the original commercial document, which should also bear the receptacle identity number.

This will create a verification procedure for the delivery of Cat 1 material to the processing facility.

3. Contact Persons

If you have any queries regarding any of the issues raised in this notice, please contact the Animal By-Products Section, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Grattan Business Centre, Pavilion B, Dublin Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

Phone number:  057-8694344 or 057-8694345.

Date of issue: December  2011

