
Animal By-products Trader Notice No. 02/2011 
Animal By-products and waste water treatment

Background

Waste water is generated in premises producing or handling animal by-products such as slaughterhouses, rendering plants, knackeries, food factories and catering establishments. DAFF has been asked whether this waste water is subject to the ABP regulations.  The purpose of this notice is to provide practical guidance on this issue for the trade. It is not intended as a legal interpretation of the relevant legislation.
Legal basis

The main regulations in this area are Regulation (EC) No. 1069/2009 and Commission Regulation (EU) No 142/2011. Particular reference should be made to Annex IV, Chapter 1, Section 2 of Regulation 142/2011.

Requirements

The above regulations list the approved methods of disposal of all types of ABP. Regulation 142/2011 states that ‘the disposal of animal by-products or derived products via the waste water stream should be prohibited’. Waste water treatment systems are not an approved method for the disposal of ABPs. Producing or handling ABPs should be designed and operated in a manner that prevents ABP ending up in waste water. 
Category 1 rendering plants, slaughterhouses, knackeries and premises where SRM is removed
These plants are required to have a waste water pre-treatment system that consists of drain traps or screens with a filter pore or mesh size of no more than 6 mm. No grinding or maceration of material is allowed that might allow it pass through the 6 mm screen. Any material trapped by the screen should be sent for Category 1 rendering. Waste water that has passed through the screen is no longer regarded as ABP. It must be treated in accordance with the relevant environmental legislation.
Dairy Plants

The regulations state that the disposal of milk through waste water systems is prohibited. An exemption in the regulations permits the disposal of centrifuge or separator sludge, which has been subjected to an approved heat treatment, through a waste water system.

Other plants producing or handling ABPs
These plants should be designed and operated in a manner that prevents ABP entering the waste water system.  While there is no requirement for a 6 mm screen in these plants, operators of such plants may decide to use pre-treatment processes such as screens in order to ensure that ABPs do not get into the waste-water system.  Material from such pre-treatments must be considered to be animal by-products and must be disposed of as such. Provided the plant is not handling Category 1 or Category 2 material then any ABP retained in a pre-treatment process can be disposed of as Category 3 ABP, e.g. sent to a Category 3 rendering plant.
Sludges

Waste water treatment systems generate sludges which will have to be disposed of periodically. These sludges are not regarded as ABP. They must be treated and disposed of in accordance with environmental legislation.  They can be sent for composting or to a biogas plant, whether or not the compost or biogas plant is ABP approved, subject to compliance with environmental legislation and plant permits/licenses. They may be sent for Category 1 rendering if permitted by the plants IPPC licence. These sludges are not permitted in a Category 3 rendering plant under any circumstances. 
Grease Trap Waste

Grease trap waste originating in restaurants, hotels etc is not regarded as ABP. It should be disposed of in accordance with environmental legislation. Disposal options include composting, biogas and sending to a Category 1 rendering plant. It should not be sent to a Category 3 rendering plant. This is to protect the animal feed chain as some of the products of Category 3 rendering plants are used in the manufacture of animal feed.

Further Information

Further information can be obtained from Animal By-products Section, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Pavilion B, Grattan Business Centre, Portlaoise Tel: 057-8694347/ 057-8694345
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