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Meat Feeding Licence - Conditions
Holders of a meat feeding licence must adhere to the following conditions:

1. They must own or be responsible for one of the following animal groups:

a.
Fur animals.

b.
Dogs from recognised kennels (kennels recognised by a national body/organisation).

c.
Pack of hounds (two or more hunting hounds kept for hunting or two or more greyhounds kept by the owner).

d.   Maggots for fishing bait.

2. The following animal by-products may be purchased/sourced by holders of a meat feeding licence from an authorised Collection Centre:

a. Category 2 material, provided that it comes from animals which were not killed or did not die as a result of the presence or suspected presence of a disease communicable to humans or animals (includes knackery animal by-products).

b. Category 3 material excluding catering waste. (The legislation however does allow for catering waste, other than catering waste from means of transport operating internationally, to be fed to fur animals).

3. All meat purchased/sourced must be fed to specified animals at the location specified in the licence. In the case where dogs belonging to the holder of a meat feeding licence are kept at different locations, a separate meat feeding licence is required in the name of the keeper of the hounds at each location. Re-sale/re-supply of meat is not permitted.

4. Meat purchased/procured must be stained, at the premises of origin, with a solution of an approved colour agent;

a. Green (S E142 and Tartrazine E102) in the case of a category 2 intermediate plant (knackery) collection centre

b. An orange stain called Sunset Yellow in the case of meat sourced from all other collection centres.

5. The solution must be of such strength that the staining is clearly visible and the whole surface of all pieces of meat has been covered.

6. Transport: All meat purchased/sourced must be transported in sealed new packaging or in covered leak-proof containers or vehicles, which are cleaned, disinfected and dried after each use. *It must also be accompanied by a commercial document, which must be fully completed.

7. Reusable containers and equipment that come into contact with meat must be  

cleaned and disinfected after each use and dry before reuse. Such containers must be dedicated to the storage of the meat.

8. Labelling:  All packaging / reusable containers used for the transport and/or storage of meat must be labelled with the name, address and number of the Collection Centre (in the case of knackeries this will be the knackery number) and the words ‘NOT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION’. 

9. Meat not fed within 24 hours of purchase, must be stored at a suitable temperature, i.e. chilled or frozen. 

10. The meat preparation and storage area must be maintained in a clean and hygienic manner. 

11. Any unused product must be dispatched to a category 1 rendering plant for disposal.  

12. The following records must be kept:

a. A register detailing the following must be kept for each batch of meat bought/used:                                                                                                                                                                          

i. The date of purchase/supply*

ii. The quantity of meat purchased*

iii. The premises from which it was purchased*

iv. The quantity of meat fed

v. The date of feeding

b. A copy of the commercial document that accompanies each batch of meat from the premises of origin must be kept. *

c. A copy of the commercial document that accompanies each batch of waste/ unused product to the Category 1 rendering plant must be kept.


d. Records must be kept for a minimum of two years.

13. Licence holders will be subject to inspection by this Department and must   make all records available to authorised officers for this purpose.  

14. A person to whom a meat feeding licence is granted shall take all the necessary steps to ensure that the transport, storage or feeding, of an animal by-product to which the licence relates does not cause a nuisance, pollution or pose a threat to the environment.

Failure to comply with these conditions may lead to the licence being revoked.
* Not necessary in the case of category 2 intermediate plant owners licensed as meat feeders unless purchasing meat from another licensed premises. 
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