Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Application Process


APPLICATION PROCEDURES FOR APPLICANTS WISHING TO TREAT ANIMAL BY-PRODUCTS IN COMPOSTING AND BIOGAS PLANTS 

IN IRELAND

Summary of Approval Process
Biogas and Composting plants wishing to process animal by-products must be approved by the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food under the European Communities (Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies and Animal By-Products Regulation) Regulations 2008 – S.I. No. 252 of 2008 as amended by S.I. No 291 of 2009 and S.I. No 345 of 2009. This Regulation transposes Regulation (EC) No. 1774/2002 into Irish law.  The conditions for approval of such plants are attached. 

The approval process is a three-stage process:

· 1st Stage Application

· 2nd Stage Application

· Plant Validation

1st and 2nd Stage application forms are included with this document.

APPLICATION PROCESS
1st Stage Application 
The first stage of the approval process involves the completion in full and submission by the applicant of a specified ‘1st stage application form’ and DAFF assessment of the application. 

The ‘1st stage application’ provides information on the location, plant layout and processing technology/parameters, as well as intended feedstock and end use of compost/digestate.  This stage is to ensure that plant design and processing procedures are in accordance with the regulations, and to help identify and correct potential problems prior to capital expenditure.

Only applications completed and received in full will be assessed.  All required  supporting documentation should be attached.  A meeting may be arranged to discuss the application.  If a meeting is not required, and provided satisfactory documentation is submitted, the application will be assessed by DAFF.  A decision regarding ‘1st stage approval in principle’ will be issued to the applicant within 8 weeks of receipt of the application.  In the event that a ‘1st stage approval in principle’ is not issued, the applicant will be notified of the decision in writing.  If the applicant wishes to proceed then a new completed application form must be submitted. 

Construction of a new Plant should not commence until ‘1st stage approval in principle’ has been granted by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

2nd Stage Application
The second stage of the approval process involves the completion in full and submission by the applicant of a specified ‘2nd stage application form’ and DAFF assessment of the application.

The 2nd stage application includes details of the proposed validation procedures as well as the plant HACCP.  This application form should be submitted as early as possible during construction of the Plant.  Only applications received in full will be assessed.  All required supporting documentation should be attached.  A meeting may be arranged to discuss the application.  If a meeting is not required, the application will be assessed by DAFF within 8 weeks.  The applicant will be notified if the information supplied is satisfactory or otherwise.   An inspection of the premises will be carried out by DAFF on receipt of written notification from the applicant that the construction of the Plant is completed. 

A decision regarding ‘2nd stage approval in principle’ will be issued to the applicant within 3 weeks of the Plant inspection. The ‘2nd stage approval in principle’ will permit the Plant to commence the validation process.  In the event that a ‘2nd stage approval in principle’ is not issued, the applicant will be notified of the decision in writing.

Acceptance and composting/anaerobic digestion of animal by-products must not commence until the ‘2nd stage approval in principle’ is granted.

Plant validation
The third stage of the approval process involves plant validation.

During the Plant validation period and prior to approval being granted, DAFF will

inspect and assess the following;

· Plant compliance with conditions and legislation.  During the validation period, a Plant operator must be able to demonstrate:
· the consistent and competent management of the Plant, and 
· that the system is capable of being operated satisfactorily in compliance with conditions and legislative requirements on an on-going basis.
 
· Plant processing validation procedures (where applicable.)


· Plant operation of HACCP system.  (A Plant operator must be able to demonstrate satisfactory operation of the Plant HACCP and standard operation procedures.)

Where applicable a plant must submit a validation report within 3 weeks of completion of the validation period.  A meeting may be arranged with DAFF to discuss this report.

No compost/digestate may be released from the biogas/compost site until the plant is granted full approval or unless otherwise agreed with DAFF

Based on DAFF inspections and the submitted documentation where applicable, the Plant will either be approved or not.  Plants that are approved will be allocated an individual approval number and listed on the EU Commission website and the DAFF website.

Where the Minister decides that a Plant should not be approved, the applicant will be notified in writing of the proposed refusal and reasons for the decision will be detailed.  The applicant may appeal the proposed decision within 14 days of receiving the notice.  On receipt of an appeal, the Minister may decide on the basis of proposed remedial action to defer a decision on the appeal until the remedial action is taken or refuse the appeal.  The applicant will be notified in writing of the decision. 

MONITORING  INSPECTIONS
All approved plants will be subject to regular monitoring inspections by DAFF Veterinary Inspectors.

Compost/biogas plants found in breach of Animal By-Products legislative requirements may be subject to enforcement proceedings.

APPLICATIONS
Applications should be made to:

Animal By-Products Section,

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 

Pavilion B,

Grattan Business Centre,

Dublin Road,

Portlaoise,

Co. Laois
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