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Conditions of Approval for Category 1 Intermediate Plants for the short term storage of Category 1 material in the form of slaughterplant/ butchers waste.

Revised April 2011
1. BACKGROUND

This document sets out the approval conditions for category 1 intermediate plants approved in accordance with the legislation outlined in section 2.

2. RELEVANT LEGISLATION

Regulation (EC) No. 1069/2009 and Commission Regulation (EU) No. 142/2011 lay down health rules as regards animal by-products and derived products not intended for human consumption.  Animal by-products are defined as “entire bodies or parts of animals, products of animal origin or other products obtained from animals, which are not intended for human consumption....”. 

S.I. No. 252 of 2008 as amended, transposes Regulation (EC) No. 1069/2009 and Implementing Regulation (EU) No. 142/2011 into Irish law.

Under S.I. No. 252 of 2008 as amended, the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food may grant an approval, attach conditions to an approval, revoke or vary a condition, insert a new condition, suspend or withdraw an approval or refuse an application in respect of a plant.

The purpose of the legislation is to safeguard human and animal health by providing controls for the safe use and disposal of animal by-products. 

Applicants seeking approval to treat, store or transform animal by-products in a Plant under S.I. No. 252 of 2008, as amended, must also be compliant with all other applicable legislation.

A Plant must maintain all permits, licences and approvals, (authorisations), attached to it at all times and in good standing.  Failure to maintain any one of these authorisations may lead to the DAFF approval being revoked and the Plant will no longer be entitled to accept or transform animal by-products at that Plant.

3. APPROVAL CONDITIONS FOR CATEGORY 1 INTERMEDIATE PLANTS

3.1 PREMISES AND FACILITIES

(a) The premises must be adequately separated from the public highway and other premises such as slaughterhouses. 

(b) The layout of plants must ensure the total separation of category 1 material from all other materials from reception until dispatch.

(c) The plant must have a covered space to receive animal by-products.

(d) The plant must be constructed in a way such as to facilitate cleaning and disinfection. Floors must be sloped to allow free draining of liquids.

(e) Adequate toilet facilities, changing rooms and hand washing facilities must be present.

(f) The plant must have appropriate arrangements in place to protect against insects, rodents and birds (i.e. bird proof buildings, identifiable bait points with a map and service records).

(g) The plant must have a waste water disposal system which meets hygiene requirements. Waste water must be treated as far as is practicable, that no pathogens remain. 

(h) A 6mm screen must be fixed onto all drainage points to the waste water collection/treatment system. 

(i) The premises must have facilities for cleaning and disinfecting the containers and receptacles in which animal by products are received/stored and the vehicles and containers in which they are transported. 

(j) Adequate facilities for the disinfection of vehicle wheels must also be in place. 

(k) Where it is necessary for the purpose of achieving the objectives of this Regulation, plants must have suitable temperature controlled storage facilities of sufficient capacity for maintaining animal by-products at appropriate temperatures and designed to allow the monitoring and recording of those temperatures.

3.2 PROCEDURES

a) The plant must not engage in activities other than the collection, handling temporary storage and dispatching of category 1 material. 

b) The sorting of category 1 material must be carried out in such a way as to avoid any risk of the spread of animal diseases.

c) All the time during storage the category 1 material must be handled and stored separately from other goods and in such a way as to prevent the spread of disease.

d) In the case of mixed loads, should Category 1 material at any stage become contaminated with Category 3 material then all of that material must be treated as Category 1 for the purposes of storage and disposal.

e) Category 1 material must be stored properly, including under appropriate temperature conditions if deemed necessary, until re-dispatched. Containers used for the storage of category 1 material must be labelled with the wording CATEGORY 1 MATERIAL FOR DISPOSAL ONLY. 

f) Category 1 material must be dispatched for lawful disposal within a reasonable timeframe taking into account point (d) above.

3.3 TRANSPORTATION

Registration of hauliers

In accordance with S.I. No. 252 of 2008, as amended, all hauliers of animal by products must be registered by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. The registration procedure is contained in the ‘Guidelines and Conditions of the Registration and Regulation of Hauliers’ available from ABP Division, Portlaoise.

a) Category 1 material shall be collected, transported and identified without undue delay in accordance with the Regulation.

b) All necessary measures must be taken to ensure that category 1 material is kept separate and identifiable during collection and transport.

c) During the transport of category 1 material, a permanent sign must be attached to the vehicle, container or carton used and it must contain the following information:

· The category of animal by-product being transported (i.e. CATEGORY 1) and the words FOR DISPOSAL ONLY.

· The haulier registration code. 

· The receptacle number of the vehicle/container.

The sign must appear on both sides of the vehicle/container and the letters must be at least 15cm in height.

d) All animal by-products must be collected and transported in sealed new packaging or covered leak proof containers or vehicles.

e) Vehicles and reusable containers must be cleaned, washed and disinfected after each use, maintained in a clean condition and must be clean and dry before reuse. 

f) Reusable containers must be dedicated to the carriage of category 1 material in order to avoid cross contamination.

General supervision and random checks

All collection vehicles being used by a category 1 intermediate plant must be inspected at least annually by the local VI with responsibility for the plant.

3.4 DOCUMENTATION DURING TRANSPORT

(a) Intake:

During transportation, all category 1 material delivered to the plant must be accompanied by a commercial document which meets the requirements as laid down in Annex VIII Chapter III of the Regulation, and, when required by the legislation a health certificate.

Commercial documents must specify:

· The name and address of the consignor and approval number of the plant (if applicable)

· The name and address of the consignee and plant approval number (if applicable) 

· The name and address of the carrier (haulier) and the registration number of the vehicle

· The quantity/weight of the material

· The date of dispatch

· The container number (if applicable)

· The seal number (if applicable)

· A description of the material 

· Signature of the consignor

· Signature of carrier (haulier) 

Four copies of the commercial document must be produced. See Trader Notice 01/2011. A separate commercial document must be completed for each batch of material collected in the case of mixed loads. The consignor should send the original plus two copies with the ABP and retain the final copy. The carrier retains one copy and hands the original plus a copy to the receiver. The receiver should keep the original, sign and return the copy to the producer as proof of arrival of the consignment. 

(b) Dispatch:

A commercial document must also be completed, as above, for each batch of material sent for category 1 rendering. A signed copy should be obtained from the rendering plant (as above) and this should be attached to the corresponding intermediate plant copy for audit purposes. 

Commercial documents must be retained for a period of at least two years. 

3.5 RECORDS:

Holders of Category 1 Intermediate Plant approval must keep records of all animal by-products delivered to and dispatched from the plant. This should be in the form of an intake/disposal register and should specify the following for each batch of category 1 material received at and dispatched from the plant:

· The date the material was taken from the premises of origin

· The name and address of the premises of origin (and approval number if applicable) 

· The name and address of the carrier

· The date the material arrived at the intermediate plant

· The quantity of material

· A description of the material i.e. category 1 butchers waste

· The date of dispatch from the plant

· Name and address of destination (rendering plant)

These records must be kept for a minimum of 2 years and must be available for inspection by this Department. 

3.6 HACCP PLAN AND SAFETY STATEMENT

The plant must have in place, implement and maintain a HACCP plan in which critical control points are identified, controlled and monitored.

The plant must also have a safety statement in place and this must be made available for all personnel to read and sign to this effect. 

3.7 POWERS OF INSPECTION

Authorised Officers of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food may at all reasonable times enter a category 1 intermediate plant for the purposes of carrying out inspections and supervision. Department staff may make such examinations, tests and inspections at all stages of processing and on any animal by-products. They may also take such samples of any animal by-products as may be considered appropriate. Facilities and assistance, including information, as may be requested by an authorised officer shall be provided by the owner of an intermediate plant.   
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