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CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL AS A CATEGORY 2 INTERMEDIATE PLANT (KNACKERY)

Revised April 2011
A.  BACKGROUND 

Regulation (EC) No. 1069/2009 and Commission Regulation (EU) No. 142/2011 lay down health rules as regards animal by-products and derived products not intended for human consumption.  Animal by-products are defined as “entire bodies or parts of animals, products of animal origin or other products obtained from animals, which are not intended for human consumption....”. 

S.I. No. 252 of 2008 as amended, transposes Regulation (EC) No. 1069/2009 and Implementing Regulation (EU) No. 142/2011 into Irish law.

Under S.I. No. 252 of 2008 as amended, the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food may grant an approval, attach conditions to an approval, revoke or vary a condition, insert a new condition, suspend or withdraw an approval or refuse an application in respect of a plant.

The purpose of the legislation is to safeguard human and animal health by providing controls for the safe use and disposal of animal by-products. 

A category 2 intermediate plant is a plant in which unprocessed Category 2 material is handled and/or temporarily stored for the purpose of further transportation to its final destination and where certain preliminary activities, such as removal of hides and skins and performing post-mortem examinations, may take place. 

Applicants seeking approval to treat, store or transform animal by-products in a Plant under S.I. No. 252 of 2008, as amended, must also be compliant with all other applicable legislation.
A Plant must maintain all permits, licences and approvals, (authorisations), attached to it at all times and in good standing.  Failure to maintain any one of these authorisations may lead to the DAFF approval being revoked and the Plant will no longer be entitled to accept or transform animal by-products at that Plant.

B.  PREMISES AND FACILITIES 

In accordance with Annex IX Chapter II of the Regulation, premises and facilities must meet at least the following requirements:

Location and Security:

1. The premises must be adequately separated from the public highway and other premises such as slaughterhouses, residential properties and other premises handling different categories of animal by-products. 

2. The plant must be surrounded by a secure fence or wall that is approximately 1.8 metres in height and fixed at the bottom in order to prevent access by stock, dogs, rodents and unauthorised personnel. 

3. There must also be secure and lockable gates at the entrance to the plant.

Structure and Plant Layout:

1. The plant must have a covered space to receive animal by-products of a sufficient size to allow for the unloading, processing and storage of all materials under cover. 

2. The layout of the plant must ensure total separation of category 1 and 2 material from category 3 material (hides) from reception until dispatch i.e. hides must be stored in an area of the plant that is physically separate from the rest of the plant.

3. Category 1 material must be stored in a completely separate area of the plant or in a self-contained unit that is covered and fully leak proof within the intake area.

4. The plant must be bird-proof and the doors should be kept closed at all times when the plant is not operational. 

5. The external yard area must be constructed of smooth free draining concrete. The size and layout of this external area or apron must allow for the inward and outward movement of the collection vehicles and skip lorries, on concrete. Where applicable the concreted area must also accommodate the storage of the category 1 container.  

Hygiene Requirements:

1. The plant must be constructed in a way such as to facilitate cleaning and disinfection. It must have smooth, free draining internal floors and internal walls that are plastered to a height of approximately 1.8 metres to facilitate power hosing and disinfection (see enclosed list of disinfectants approved by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food).

2. Hand washing facilities including hot running water, soap and towels or dryers must be provided at least in or adjacent to the intake area. 

3. Separate toilet facilities and washing and changing facilities must be provided for staff on site or adjacent to the premises. These must be well maintained and kept clean at all times. In the case of larger plants, showering facilities must be provided. 

4. The plant must have adequate facilities for cleaning and disinfection of vehicles and containers in which the animal by-products are transported in the form of power hoses, adequate detergents and disinfectants.

5. In order to prevent recontamination of the different categories of material, adequate footbaths must be provided throughout the plant i.e. at the entrance to the plant and between the various sections within the plant. These must be maintained in a clean condition with no build up of organic matter and the disinfectant must be replenished on a regular basis. 

6. Facilities for the disinfection of vehicle wheels must be provided. These facilities must be permanent and situated so that all vehicles leaving the plant must pass through them. In the case of sumps, they must have a suitable drainage system in place and they must be cleaned regularly and the disinfectant replenished on a regular basis. 

7. Control measures against pests must be in place in the form of adequate rodent bait points including a map of these points and service records and where necessary electric fly killers.  

Waste Water Collection and Disposal:

1. A well-fitted 6mm screen must be fixed onto all drainage points to the water collection or treatment system from the area where category 1 material is removed (TSE sampling area). Solid material caught in this screen must be removed and placed in the category 1 container for dispatch to category 1 processing. 

2. All 6mm screens must be cleaned regularly in order to prevent blockages and the build up of odours. For this reason the screens must be easily accessed. 

3. A primary collection tank (retention tank) large enough to hold 2 to 3 days washings from the TSE sampling area must be in place. In the event of a positive BSE result, this tank must then be emptied into the Category 1 container and dispatched for category 1 processing. 

4. Waste water other than that referred to in (3) above must be treated to ensure as far as is reasonably practical, that no pathogens remain. This can be achieved using an on site treatment facility that has been approved by the relevant Local Authority including where necessary a Discharge Licence or by transporting the water to another premises for appropriate treatment. 

Storage of Material:

1. Plants must have suitable temperature controlled storage facilities of sufficient capacity for maintaining animal by-products at appropriate temperatures where applicable (e.g. in the case of collection centres meat that is held over 24 hours must be stored in a fridge or freezer).

2. The container used for the short-term storage of category 1 material must meet the following requirements:

a) Leak proof and in good general condition. 

b) Stored under cover so that loading may take place under cover. 

c) Covered at all times other than during loading or emptying of material. 

d) Labelled on both sides with the wording “CATEGORY 1 MATERIAL FOR DISPOSAL ONLY” as well as the haulier registration code and relevant receptacle number. 

e) The labels must be permanent and the wording at least 15 cm high. 

Office Facilities:

1. Suitable office facilities must be provided on the site of the approved plant. 

2. All of the records pertaining to the intake, processing, storage, dispatch and use of material at the plant must be stored in the plant office and all records must be available to Department staff at all reasonable times. 

3. Suitable facilities must also be provided for Department staff to use for the purposes of completing paperwork in relation to the supervision of the plant, carrying out TSE testing etc. 

C.  REQUIREMENTS FOR THE COLLECTION OF FALLEN ANIMAL CARCASES

Registration of Hauliers:

In accordance with S.I. No. 252 of 2008, as amended, all hauliers of animal by-products including their vehicles and receptacles must be registered by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, Animal By-Products (ABP) Section, Pavilion B, Grattan Business Centre, Portlaoise, Co Laois. The registered haulier will be assigned a unique code.

In the context of category 2 intermediate plants the following individuals and all of their vehicles/containers must be registered:

· The plant owner

· Any person sub-contracted by the plant to collect animal by-products using their own vehicles (including “agents” as defined in the Subsidy for TSE Testing Contract for Animal Collectors 2009).

In addition to this all hauliers of fallen animals must deliver to one nominated category 2 intermediate plant only and this must be indicated on the application to register. 
Requirements for Collection Vehicles:

Vehicles used for the transport of animal carcases must be maintained in good general condition and must meet the following minimal requirements:

1. They must be leak proof.

2. They must be covered during transit with a good quality cover.

3. They must be maintained in a clean condition. They must be cleaned and disinfected after each delivery to the intermediate plant.

4. They must be fitted with a small slurry tank or sump tank or other drainage system that allows for the collection of effluent. This tank must be emptied daily, cleaned and disinfected.

5. They must have the appropriate lifting or pulling equipment for loading carcases onto the vehicle.

6. Vehicles must be labelled with the wording  “CATEGORY 2 MATERIAL NOT FOR ANIMAL CONSUMPTION” as well as the haulier registration  code and receptacle number of the vehicle as described above. The label must be permanent, on both sides of the vehicle and the lettering must be at least 15 cm in height and clearly legible.  

7. A knapsack sprayer containing a disinfectant approved by the Department must be carried on the vehicle for use on the wheels between collection points. 

Collection Procedure:

1. In accordance with the terms and conditions of the Subsidy for TSE testing Contract for Fallen Animal Collectors, all fallen animals must be collected within 24 hours of notification by the keeper, except Sundays. 

2. Care must be taken to load the animals with minimal damage to the carcase so as to reduce the risk of disease spread.

3. The appropriate documentation for each carcase must be collected (see section on documentation below).

4. The wheels of the collection vehicle must be sprayed with a suitable disinfectant before leaving each pick up point. 

5. The fallen animals must be transported to the category 2 intermediate premises without delay and must not be stored overnight in collection vehicles or at any unapproved premises.

6. When fallen animals are loaded into the collection vehicle on farm, they must not be removed from that vehicle until they reach the category 2 premises i.e. they may not be transferred from one vehicle to another unless in the event of an emergency.

It is the responsibility of the owner of the approved plant to ensure that all individuals collecting fallen animals on his/her behalf abide by the conditions as outlined in this approval. 

D.  PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED AT THE CATEGORY 2 INTERMEDIATE PLANT

1. The plant must not engage in any activity other than the collection, handling, temporary storage and dispatch of fallen animal carcases (category 2 material) including the hides and category 1 material resulting from the handling of those carcases only.

2. At all times, category 2 material must be handled and stored completely separately from all other materials. 

3. SRM must not be removed or exposed, therefore the splitting of the vertebral column or opening of the abdomen in ruminants of all ages is forbidden. Where a carcase is severely bloated it is permissible only to puncture the abdomen of that carcase. 

4. Carcases must be processed as soon as possible after arrival at the plant (except see section E below, TSE Testing). Hides or meat that are removed must be transferred to the relevant storage area without delay and processed carcases must be placed into the category 1 container without delay. There should be no build up of carcases on the floor of the intake area.

5. No other material other than material originating from fallen animals should be placed in the category 1 container. 

6. Hides must be salted while in storage and the salt must be stored in the hide store or another separate area within the plant. 

7. The category 1 containers must be dispatched to the processing plant without unnecessary delay.

E.  TSE TESTING AT THE CATEGORY 2 INTERMEDIATE PLANT

1. In accordance with EU Regulation 999/2001, as amended by Commission Decision 2008/908/EC, all bovine animals over the age of 48 months and a specified number of adult sheep over the age of 18 months must be presented to the VI attending the plant for BSE and scrapie sampling. 

2. Operatives at the plant must prepare the heads of relevant carcases for sampling in and around the time that sampling is due to take place. Carcases must not be prepared well in advance of sampling as this will adversely affect the quality of the sample taken. 

3. All sampled carcases must remain unprocessed until the VI responsible informs the plant owner of the results. The hide may be reflected to the backbone of the carcase provided it remains securely attached and the procedure does not interfere with the integrity of the identification tags.

4. In the case of a positive result the positive carcase must be set aside for collection by the Department’s Suspect Collection Service. The contents of the retention tank must be transferred into the category 1 container and the premises disinfected in accordance with the Department’s instructions. 

5. Negative carcases may be processed for the purposes of meat and hide removal where appropriate. 

F.  REQUIREMENTS REGARDING RECORD KEEPING  AND DOCUMENTATION

Holders of a Category 2 Intermediate Plant approval must keep records of all animal by-products delivered to and dispatched from the approved plant. These records must be kept in a suitable office facility at or beside the intermediate plant. They must be kept for a minimum of 2 years (except cards) and must be available for inspection by this Department at all reasonable times. 

The required records are as follows:

Intake Records:

The requirements regarding intake documentation and records are as follows:

1. All bovine animals delivered to or collected by the plant must be accompanied by a completed NBAS 31D form (commercial document).

2. All bovine carcases must be accompanied by one or more of the following forms of identification:

· A valid passport

· A completed FAL 1 permit

· A completed FAL 2 permit (In the case of bovines under the age of 6 months a FAL 1 permit is not necessary in the event that the card is not available.)

3. All other fallen animals/animal by-products delivered to or collected by the plant must be accompanied by a commercial document. 

4. In the case of sheep delivered to the plant a fully completed dispatch document will suffice. 

5. All relevant information regarding the daily intake of all by-products at the plant must be recorded in an intake register in chronological order. The intake register may be in written format or computerised and must contain at least the following information:

· The name, address and herd number of the keeper,

· The tag number of the animal

· The date of collection/delivery to the plant,

· The age category of the animal (0-6, 6-48, >48),

· The ven number of the NBAS 31D form. 

6. There should be no gaps left in the register and signed printouts of all computerised records should be maintained.

Disposal Records:

A commercial document must be completed for all animal by-products dispatched from the premises including the following:

· Category 1 material sent for category 1 processing, 

· Meat supplied to holders of a meat feeding licence (collection centres only), 

· Hides dispatched to an approved hide store.

The document must contain all of the information contained in the sample document in Trader Notice 01/2011 and must be completed in quadruplicate. The original document must accompany the material to its final destination, a copy should be retained at the intermediate plant and one by the haulier. The final copy must be stamped and signed at the premises of destination and returned to the intermediate plant as verification (except for meat sales).  

Receptacle Registers:

Each plant must maintain an up to date list of all receptacles and vehicles used by the plant to transport animal by products. ABP Section will also have a copy of this register and must be informed of any additions to the list or of any vehicles that are decommissioned. A copy of the receptacle register must also be supplied to the relevant DVO.

G.  SAFETY STATEMENT

Plants must have in place a suitable safety statement to which all employees have access. In the case of employees with no or minimal English the statement should be translated into the appropriate language(s).

H.  HACCP PLAN

Plants must have in place, implement and maintain a permanent procedure developed in accordance with the principles of hazard analysis and critical control points (HACCP) in order to ensure compliance with the requirements of the regulation. The plan should:

· Identify and control the critical control points in the plant, or alternatively the control points or good practice procedures appropriate to the size and type of plant,

· Establish and implement methods for monitoring and checking such control points.

I.  POWERS OF INSPECTION

Authorised Officers of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food may at all reasonable times enter a category 2 intermediate plant for the purposes of performing checks and carrying out inspections. Department staff may carry out such examinations, tests and inspections at all stages of processing and on any animal by-products as deemed necessary. They may also take such samples of any animal by-products as may be considered appropriate. Facilities and assistance, including information, as may be requested by an authorised officer shall be provided by the owner of an intermediate plant.   

Additional Conditions will apply to Category 2 Intermediate Plants that are authorised as collection centres to harvest meat from eligible carcasses. 
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