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Approval Conditions for a Category 3 Intermediate Plant for the Storage of Hides and Skins under Regulation (EC) No. 1069/2009
(EC) Regulation No. 1069/2009 lays down the health rules concerning animal-by products not intended for human consumption. Statutory Instrument No. 252 of 2008 as amended transposes this Regulation into Irish law.

All Category 3 Intermediate Plant for the storage, processing, transport and sale of hides, skins and fleeces from slaughtered and fallen animals must be approved in accordance with S.I. No. 252 of 2008. 

Applicants seeking approval to treat, store or transform animal by-products in a Plant under S.I. No. 252 of 2008, as amended, must also be compliant with all other applicable legislation.
A Plant must maintain all permits, licences and approvals, (authorisations), attached to it at all times and in good standing.  Failure to maintain any one of these authorisations may lead to the DAFF approval being revoked and the Plant will no longer be entitled to accept or transform animal by-products at that Plant.

A Category 3 intermediate plant is defined as:

A plant in which unprocessed category 3 material (in this case hides) is sorted and/or cut and/or chilled or deep-frozen into blocks and/or temporarily stored for the purpose of further transporting to its final destination.

Under the provisions of the above-named Regulation, hides skins and fleeces (hereafter collectively referred to as hides) are classified as category 3 material provided that they do not come from animals in the following categories:

· BSE positive or suspect animals. 

Hides from BSE positive or suspect animals are classified as category one material and the current BSE testing procedures in slaughterhouses and knackery premises ensure that any animal (and parts thereof) testing positive for BSE after a rapid test is removed from the premises, under the supervision of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food In the event that a BSE result cannot be obtained for an eligible animal sampled at a knackery, for whatever reason, a FAL 3 form is served on the collector instructing him/her not to remove the hide/meat from the carcase and to dispose of it in its entirety.

In addition any dead animal entering a knackery premises from a herd in which BSE has been confirmed (regardless of their age) is tagged before leaving the herd of origin indicating to the knackery owner that the carcase must also be disposed of in its entirety (regardless of a negative BSE rapid test result in the over twenty four month animals).

· Animals showing clinical signs of a disease communicable through the hide to humans or animals. 

Unless there is evidence to suggest that an animal showed clinical signs of a disease communicable through the hide to humans or animals, before death or slaughter, the hide will be classified as category 3 material.

In conclusion all hides that do not fall into either of the above categories are classified and treated as category 3 material in accordance with the Regulation.

APPROVAL IS SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: -
PREMISES

1. The premises must be adequately separated from the public highway and other premises such as slaughterhouses. The layout of the plants must ensure the total separation of category 1 and 2 material (if any) from category 3 material from reception until dispatch. In the case of premises handling hides from both healthy slaughtered animals and from fallen animals, the hides must be stored in completely separate buildings at all times and processing (in the form of salting, trimming etc) must also be carried out using separate equipment dedicated to each hide type. 

2. The plant must have a covered space to receive the animal by-product.

3. The plant must be constructed in such a way that it is easy to clean and disinfect with concrete floors and smooth plastered walls to a height of at least 1.8 metres. 

4. Hides should not be stored at heights greater than 1.8 metres.

5. Floors must be laid down in such a way as to facilitate the draining of liquids. 

6. The plant must have appropriate arrangements for protection against pests, such as insects, rodents and birds (bird proof building, rat bait laid both inside and outside the building at specific points).

7. Office facilities should also be supplied for the purposes of completing and storing paperwork, auditing records during inspections and so forth.

HYGIENE

1. The plant must have adequate facilities for cleaning and disinfecting the containers or receptacles in which the animal by product is received and the vehicles in which they are transported. Adequate facilities must be provided for the disinfection of wheels as they enter and leave the premises.

2. The plant must have adequate lavatories, changing rooms and washbasins for staff. Liquid soap and disposable paper towels must also be available.

3. The plant must have a wastewater disposal system that meets hygiene requirements.

PROCEDURES

1. The sorting of category 3 material must be carried out in such a way as to avoid any risk of the propagation of animal diseases.

2. At the time of sorting or storage, Category 3 material must be handled and stored separately from goods other than other category 3 material and in such a way as to prevent any propagation of pathogens.

3. Category 3 material must be stored properly and where appropriate, salted, chilled or frozen, until re-despatched.

4. In the case of hides they should be salted immediately.

5. Packaging material must be incinerated or disposed of by some other means in accordance with instructions from the competent authority.

TRANSPORT 

1. Category 3 material must be transported in vehicles/containers dedicated to the transport of category 3 material only 

2. They must be leak proof, covered and in good general condition.

3. They must be maintained in a clean condition by cleaning, washing and disinfecting them after each use. They must be dry before reuse.

4. Vehicles must be permanently labelled with the following words: CATEGORY 3, NOT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION. The words must be at least 15 cm in height and must appear on both sides of the vehicle.

RECORDS

1. Any person consigning, transporting or receiving animal by-products shall keep a record of consignments. 

2. Records shall contain all of the information as outlined in the paragraph below entitled “Certification of Product for Movement/Export”.

3. Commercial documents and health certificates referred to above must be retained for a period of at least two years for presentation to the competent authority.

WASTE DISPOSAL

1. Waste material resulting from the trimming and/or processing of hides must be disposed of appropriately. A covered leak-proof container should be made available on the premises and should be dedicated to the disposal of all hide trimmings. 

2. The container must be labelled clearly on both sides with the words CATEGORY 1 FOR DISPOSAL ONLY. The words must be at least 15 cm in height and must appear on both sides of the container. 

3. The waste must be delivered to a Category 1 processing plant for disposal as necessary and a CAT 1 form must be completed on each occasion.

CERTIFICATION OF CATEGORY 3 MATERIAL FOR MOVEMENT/EXPORT

1. During transport all Category 3 material must be accompanied by a commercial document or when required by the Regulation, a health certificate.  Please refer to “Trader Notice 01/2011 - Commercial Document for the transportation of processed and unprocessed animal by-products”. 

2. From the 1st May 2008, MOVE H documents should no longer be used for the movement of product from approved Category 2 Intermediate plants (knackery) to a Category 3 intermediate plant within the country. 

3. From 1 July 2008 four copies of the commercial document must be produced.  The original page must contain the word ‘ORGINAL’ at the top of the page.  The consignor should send the original plus two copies with the ABP and retain the final copy.  The carrier retains one copy and hands the original plus a copy to the receiver.  The receiver should keep the original, sign and return the copy to the producer as proof of arrival of the consignment.

RESTRICTION OF USE

Hides from hide stores approved under EU Regulation No. 1069/2009 must not be used for the production of products intended for human consumption.

Please note that failure to comply with the above conditions may result in the withdrawal of your approval as a Category 3 Intermediate Plant.
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