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Approval conditions for Category 3 Intermediate Plants for the storage and dispatch of unprocessed Wool

1. INTRODUCTION 

Regulation EC 1774/2002, as amended, lays down the hygiene requirements for the collection and transport of animal by-products. The Regulation also lays down requirements for the traceability of animal by-products, from their point of production until their final point of use or disposal in the animal by-products chain. This requirement also applies to unprocessed wool, as described in Article 6 (1)(c) or (k) of Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002. This is important in the context of risk to both animal and human health and, in particular, the need to ensure that potentially infected unprocessed products do not present a risk to human or animal health.  

The specific requirements for the registration of woolsheds are laid down in Regulation (EC) No. 1774/2002, as amended, while S.I. 252 of 2008 transposes the Regulation into Irish law.  Facilities that are used to collect, sort, process, store and dispatch unprocessed wool will hereafter be referred to as ‘woolsheds’.

Woolsheds are required to be approved as intermediate plants to receive and trade in animal by-products. A category 3 intermediate plant means a plant in which unprocessed category 3 material (in this case wool) is sorted and/or processed and/or temporarily stored for the purpose of further transporting to its final destination.

The woolshed owner or his or her authorised agent must apply in writing for approval as an intermediate plant to collect, store, process and dispatch unprocessed wool. Application forms are available from the Animal By-Products Section, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, Grattan Business Park, Pavilion B, Dublin Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois  (Contact 057-8694343). The completed application form must be returned to the same address.

The woolshed will be inspected by a Veterinary Inspector and a decision on the application will be sent to the woolshed owner or his authorised agent.

The Competent Authority will check the structure and operation of woolsheds on an ongoing basis in accordance with Article 26 of Regulation 1774/2002.    

2. COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER LEGISLATION

Applicants seeking approval to treat animal by-products in a Plant under S.I. No. 252 of 2008 must also be compliant with all other applicable legislation.

A Plant must maintain all permits, licences and approvals, (authorisations), attached to it at all times and in good standing.  Failure to maintain any one of these authorisations may lead to the DAFF approval being revoked and the Plant will no longer be entitled to accept or transform animal by-products at that Plant.

3. REQUIREMENTS FOR WOOLSHEDS

Dedication of Woolsheds
Sheds used for the collection, sorting, storage and dispatch of unprocessed wool must not be used at the same time for the storage of other goods including the following:

· Animal feed 

· Material intended to be used in human food

Woolsheds used to collect, sort, process, store and dispatch unprocessed wool must be marked: ‘Category 3 ABP Woolshed’.
Location of Woolshed

· The woolshed must be adequately separated from the public highway and other facilities, such as slaughterhouses, sufficient to prevent cross contamination of food and feed for humans and animals respectively.

· The woolshed should be far enough from dwelling houses so as to be neither a health hazard nor cause a nuisance.

Structure of Woolshed
· The woolshed must be constructed in such a way that it is easy to clean and disinfect, with concrete floors and smooth plastered walls.

· The plant must have a covered space to receive animal by-products.

· The woolshed should have an adequate concrete apron at the entrance area.

· There should be a stock proof perimeter fence preventing access by animals to the woolshed. 

· Floors must be laid down in such a way as to facilitate the draining of liquids.

· The roof should be waterproof and sound.  

· The plant must have adequate facilities for cleaning and disinfecting the containers or receptacles in which the animal by product is received and the vehicles in which they are transported.

· Adequate facilities must be provided for the disinfecting of vehicle wheels as they enter and leave the premises.

· The building should be vermin and bird proof when closed and a documented rodent control programme must be in place.

· The building should have sound and close fitting doors. When closed, the door should make a good seal. 
· The premises must have adequate lavatories, changing rooms and washbasins for staff.  Liquid soap and disposable paper towels must also be available.
· Wastewater and run off water should be treated in accordance with environmental legislation.
· The premises must have adequate office facilities for the purposes of completing and storing paperwork and auditing records during inspection.
     Ref: Annex III, Chapter 1 of Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002

Operational Procedures 

· The woolshed must be kept closed at all times except during movement of wool to or from the shed.

· The plant must not engage in activities other than the collection, sorting, temporary storage and dispatching of Category 3 material at any one time.

· The sorting of category 3 material must be carried out in such a way as to avoid any risk of the propagation of animal diseases.

· Category 3 material must be stored properly until re-dispatched. Unprocessed wool must be stored dry. 

· DAFF personnel must have access to the woolshed at all reasonable times.

· Packaging material must be incinerated or disposed of by some other means in accordance with environmental legislation. 

· Health and Safety procedures should be observed at all times.

· An adequate supply of water must be in place in the unlikely event of a fire.

· Any unused product must be dispatched to a category 3 rendering plant for disposal

Ref: Annex III, Chapter II of the Regulation.

Transport

· Category 3 material must be transported in vehicles/containers dedicated to the transport of category 3 material only 

· They must be leak proof, covered and in good general condition.

· They must be maintained in a clean condition by cleaning, washing and disinfecting them after each use. They must be dry before reuse.

· Vehicles and/or receptacles used for the containment and/or transport of wool must be labelled with the following words: CATEGORY 3, NOT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION. The words must be clearly legible. 

Ref: Annex II, Chapters I and II.

Records

· Any person consigning, transporting or receiving animal by-products must keep a record of consignments. 

· A records book should be maintained for each woolshed in order to record movements of product in and movements out of the woolshed. 

· In particular the following data must be maintained:

1.Intake
· Name, address and flock number of each farmer as they deliver wool to the woolshed
· Quantity of wool 

· Date of receipt and

· Receptacle registration number if collected by a haulier other than the supplier.

2.Dispatch 

· Name, address and approval number (if applicable) of each end destination 
· Commercial Document Serial Number in accordance with Trader Notice 01/2008.
· Quantity of wool dispatched in each consignment
· A reconciliation of the quantities of product traded must take place every six months commencing 1st January 2007

· Records, commercial documents and health certificates referred to above must be retained for a period of at least two years.
Ref: Annex II Chapter V.
4. Certification of Category 3 Material for Movement/Export:

During transport, all Category 3 material must be accompanied by a commercial document or when required by the Regulation, a health certificate.  Please refer to Trader Notice 01/08 (Commercial Document for the transportation of processed and unprocessed Animal By-Products) copies of which is attached for your information.
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