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Pigmeat Recall Scheme

Trader Notice No. 14/2009 

Important notice 

Over-Claims – Potential Penalties

1. Secondary processors of pigmeat will be aware that applications for final payments must be based on the wholesale market price (invoice price) for the product concerned in the week leading up to the 6th December (Week 49), as recorded and verifiable by the applicant.  The rate used must be verifiable by reference to invoiced sales in this period, or where no sales of a product took place in Week 49, to the nearest relevant period.  Returned product may be claimed at the invoiced-out rate.

2. As notified to the trade, claims for payment were to be subject to spot-check by independent audit and the basis for valuations to be examined.  These audits have now taken place. The audits revealed a high incidence of claims where product value was overstated.  As a result, it is proposed to continue audit investigations, including post-payment audits for companies who have not been audited to date.  

3. Action to be taken by applicants:
All applicants who have not been selected for audit to date are invited to reconsider the basis for valuing claims and if they believe that they may have overstated their valuations, volumes or classification of goods for any reason, they are encouraged to submit a revised PRS7 claim now.  If valuations have been derived using a method other than that described at par. 1, then the applicant should provide a brief description to the Department of the method used and the rationale for it.

4. The closing date for receipt of revised claims is Tuesday 7 July.   Applicants should be aware that penalties, up to the full value of the product misdeclared, will be applied to any overclaims which are identified and which cannot be explained to the satisfaction of the Department, including overclaims detected as a result of post-payment checks.  

5. Any company that has received an interim payment but has not yet provided a PRS7 is advised to do so by 7 July.  Failure to do so may be regarded as disqualification from the Scheme and payments already made may be open to recovery action.

6. Payments have commenced in respect of applications that have been audited to the Department’s satisfaction.

7. Revised claims should be submitted to:

Pigmeat Recall Section, 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 

Johnstown Castle, 

Co. Wexford.

8. To minimize any delays in processing revised declarations, companies may wish to also supply their documentation in soft-copy to pigmeat.recall@agriculture.gov.ie.
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