National Goat Identification System (NGIS)

Main Changes

1. New tag numbering system to be introduced from 13 May 2010.        The new number format on all goat tags will be the same as that outlined in point 1. of the previous pages for sheep. 

2. One ID for life – Goats will continue to be double tagged with conventional tags on their holding of birth with one ID number for life by 6 months of age or when they leave the holding of origin whichever comes first.  All new and specific replacement goat tags will be green.

3. Electronic tagging (EID) Electronic tagging is mandatory for goats born after 31 December 2009 except in Member States where the National goat herd is less than 160,000 goats and where the goats are not involved in intra-Community trade.  As the National goat herd in Ireland is less than 160,000 goats it has been decided that the electronic tagging of goats born after 31 December 2009 will be optional for Irish keepers provided the animals are not being exported.  For goats not being exported the tagging requirements will remain the same as outlined at point 2 above.  
4. Live Trade – Goats engaged in intra-community trade or third country exports must be double tagged with a conventional tag in the left ear, bearing a 12 digit number, and either a ruminal bolus or an electronic tag in the right ear, bearing an identical 12 digit tag number to the conventional tag.  In general both tags on a goat fitted with an electronic tag will be green.  The tag on a goat fitted with a ruminal bolus will be light blue.  
5. Current stocks – Current stocks of tags can be used for a transitional period up to the end of the year.
6. Goat Herd Registers - At present it is not necessary to record individual tag numbers in goat herd registers and events can be recorded on a batch basis.  For all goats born after 31 December 2009, and in addition to the information already required in the herd register, it will also be necessary to record the following:

· the individual identification code of the animal,

· the year of birth and date of identification,

· the month and the year of death of the animal on the holding,

· the breed and, if known, the genotype.

A new herd register reflecting the additional requirements will be issued to you in due course but in the meantime the additional information can be recorded on a separate sheet and attached to your existing herd register.

7. Goat Dispatch Documents - At present it is only necessary to record the total number of goats leaving the holding on the dispatch documents.  This will continue to be the case until 1st January 2011 when the requirement to record individual identification numbers on dispatch documents will be phased in as follows:

· From 1st January 2011 it will be necessary to record the individual identification code of any goats born after 31 December 2009 

· From 31st December 2011 it will be necessary to record the individual identification code of all goats regardless of their date of birth.  However, in the case of goats born before 31 December 2009 and moving to a slaughterhouse it is not necessary to record the individual identification code regardless of the date of movement


























































