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_____________________________________________________________

Guidelines for Vehicles Seeking Approval for transportation of live horses by road and ferry off the island of Ireland 

(EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (ANIMAL TRANSPORT AND CONTROL POST) REGULATIONS 2006; SI 675 0F 2006)
__________________________________________________________________

Note: These notes are guidelines and Regulation 1 / 2005 should always be consulted. 

1. Identification:

· The vehicle must be identified with (i) a registration number if a rigid self propelled vehicle, or (ii) a unique, permanent, tamperproof, accessible and visible chassis number in the case of a trailer unit depending on a separate traction unit.

· The vehicle must be clearly and visibly marked indicating the presence of live animals (horses) (Anx 1 Ch II 2.1). 
2. Design Construction 
(Article 3 ( c) , also Annex 1, Ch II 1.1(a) and (d) )

· The vehicle must be designed, constructed, maintained and operated so as to avoid injury and suffering and ensure the safety of the animals.  
· The vehicle must be designed, constructed, maintained and operated so as to protect the animals from inclement weather, extreme temperatures and adverse changes in climatic conditions.
· It must be possible to clean and disinfect the vehicle.
· Exposed hard woods (e.g. oak, mahogany etc.) are acceptable for use in the construction/structure (e.g. as foot battens on ramp); exposed soft woods are not acceptable.   
3. Strength 

· Floors, sides, partitions, roof, and fittings must be of sufficient strength to contain the animals to be carried, and to withstand load/unload, transport and movement stresses, and handling stresses.  (Ch. II 1.1 (d))

4. Safety

(Ch.II 1.1(a) Ch.II 1.1 (d) Ch.III 1.4 (b))
The vehicle must:

· Be free of sharp edges, projections and gaps that could cause injury to animals.

· Have a secure and escape-proof animal compartment.

· Be fitted with barriers or straps or chains to prevent animals falling out when load-door is open. 
5. Access
(Annex I Ch.II 1.1 (f))
· On all vehicles there must be access to the animal compartment(s) when the vehicle is stationary to allow the driver/attendant to inspect and care for each animal as required. In particular the driver/attendant must be able to readily offer water to each horse whenever required during a journey. This access door must be independent of the main loading door (i.e. a separate ‘jockey door’ or similar is required on all vehicles). On vehicles carrying more than 6 horses it is recommended that 2 or more suitably located ‘jockey doors’ are provided.
· Where access to the horses is limited by the design of the transport vehicle (e.g. where a tack box jutting in to the animal compartment under the horse’s head impedes access) it may be necessary (on vehicles carrying more than 4 horses) to have an extra emergency access door or doors at the side of the vehicle in addition to access via the front and rear of the compartment.  
6. Floor

(Ch.II 1.1 (g)  Ch.II 1.1 (h)  Ch.III 2.3 )
The floor must be constructed so as to:

· Avoid injury and suffering and to ensure the safety of the animals.
· Be easily cleaned and disinfected. 

· Of sound construction.

· Strong enough to support the animals to be carried.

· Present an anti-slip surface.

· Minimise the leakage of effluent from the vehicle. 

7. Roof : 

(Annex 1 Ch.II 1.1(b),  & Ch VI 1.1)
· “The means of transport shall be equipped with a roof of light-colour and be properly insulated”. 

· Interpretation: The vehicle should have a permanent insulated roof of sound structure. The insulation can either be a single layer (approx. 2 cm thick or more) of a recognised insulating material or a double skin/double sheet with an air gap or insulating material between the skins/sheets. The roof should be painted white or silver or similar light colours (beige/cream etc. etc.) on the outside to reflect heat. 
8. Walls :

(Annex I Ch.II 1.1(b))
Walls and ends must be so constructed as to: 

· Be sound and strong enough for the weight of the animals to be carried.
· Be easily cleanable. 
· Sufficiently enclosed to provide protection from the weather.
· Prevent escape.
9. Partitions  (Annex I,Ch.II 1.4)
Partitions must (Annex I Ch II 1.1 & Ch.VI   1. 6, &  1.7, &  1.8)
· Be strong enough to withstand the weight of animals. 

· Have fittings designed for quick and easy operation.

· Be of sufficient height, depth and strength to separate individual or groups of animals. 
· Provide support and prevent excess movement (chains alone will not suffice).
· Prevent animals in adjacent stalls or compartments from injuring each other.
· Be capable of being placed in different positions, to enable compartment size to be adapted as necessary. (Ch.VI 1.8)
Note: If partitions are not capable of being moved to different positions, then care should be taken by the transporter to transport only the appropriate size of animals. 
10. Size, Space & Internal Height: (Article 3(g)Annex I Ch.II 1.2) & (Annex I Ch.III 2.1 & Ch.VIIA)
The horse compartment(s) must be high enough to:

· Allow adequate ventilation above horses standing naturally, without hindering their natural movement.
· Allow the horse(s) to stand in their natural position

The horse compartment(s) must provide as a minimum the following space allowance per animal as set out below.( Annex I Ch.III 2.1, &  Ch.VII A)
· Adult horses:
 1.75m² (0.7 x 2.5) 

· Young 6-24 mths: 
1.2m² (0.6 x 2.0) - up to 48 hours. 

· Young 6-24 mths: 
1.75m² (0.7 x 2.5) - over 48 hours. 

· Ponies under 
144cm: 1.0m² (0.6 x 1.8) 

· Foals 0-6 mths: 
1.4m² (1.0 x 1.4)
· On long journeys Equidae must be transported in individual stalls, except a mare and foal. (Ch.VI 1.6)
· Ireland accepts that groups of up to and including four weaned foals can be travelled together, and that this practice is in the best welfare interests of the animals. It should be noted that we cannot guarantee that other countries will take a similar approach and may insist on weaned foals travelling in individual compartments.
11. Lighting

Appropriate lighting shall be provided 

· during loading and unloading, and 

· for inspection and care during transport
.

12. Loading/Unloading

The ramp must be

Ch.III 1.3 (a) & (b),  Ch.III 1.4 (a)
· Not steeper than an angle of 20 degrees (that is 36.4% to the horizontal)*
· Fitted with a non-slip surface and foot battens or similar
· Easily cleaned and disinfected
· Fitted with lateral protections so as to prevent animals from escaping 

· *Ramp Angle Interpretation: If the Inspector is satisfied that the welfare of the horses being loaded/unloaded is not likely to be compromised by the ramp angle, then vehicles will not be refused approval purely on the basis of a ramp angle >20 degrees. Where a ramp angle is >20 degrees, the angle can in practice be reduced by the use of a suitable step/loading platform and/or by the use of an extension to the ramp.    

13. Multi Deck Vehicles  (Annex I Ch II 3.2 &  Ch III  2.3 )

Multi deck vehicles will not be approved in Ireland for transport of horses.

14. Ventilation /Temperature Control   (Annex  I Ch.II 1.1 (e), &  Ch.III 2.6, and CH VI  3.1  &  3.2)
Fan(s), supplying or exhausting air, must be fitted and should be suitably positioned in conjunction with natural apertures to enable a uniform airflow through the animal compartment that effectively removes heat and moisture produced by the animals. 

The ventilation and temperature control systems should 

· Maintain appropriate airflow, air quality. 

· Provide sufficient ventilation for the number of animals and weather prevailing throughout journey.
· Be able to cope with ‘worst case’ situation - e.g. when vehicle is stationary in hot weather.
· Have ventilation apertures that can be adjusted for differing climatic conditions
· Be able to maintain the temperature within the animal compartment between  5ºC and 30ºC (+/- 5ºC) 

· Have a minimum airflow of nominal capacity of 60 m3/hour/KN of payload. Please note that this equates to an airflow capacity of 600 m3/hour/Tonne of payload i.e. approximately 600 m3/hour/for every two adult horses.*

· *Interpretation: Transporters or coach-builders installing fans should seek specialist advice where necessary, as the capacity of fans will vary. As a rule of thumb one interpretation is that this airflow capacity could be achieved by using one 12 inch fan per 3-4 horses, or a smaller fan for every 2-3 horses. If in doubt please consult with the fan manufacturers or suppliers or refer to the data sheet/specifications supplied with the fans.  

· Be able to operate for a minimum of 4 hours independently of the vehicle engine. In practice this means that the fan can operate for 4 hours when the engine is switched off. If the fans can operate with the engine off but the key switched to the “accessories” position that is satisfactory. 
· A temperature monitoring and recording system must be fitted, (Annex I Ch VI  3.3) and there must be a warning system to alert the driver when the temperature in the animal compartment reaches the maximum or minimum limit. 
 Note: No specifications are laid down for such a system; the onus is on the transporter to demonstrate a system capable of performing both functions. Records must be kept for 12 months. A number of devices are commercially available which will perform the functions required. An example of the type of device that may be suitable is the “CEM DT-172 Temperature and Humidity Datalogger” which is available for approximately £50 sterling plus post and packaging via www.amazon.co.uk  or via www.digital-meters.com or other websites. 

There are many other websites where additional information and potentially suitable equipment can be found by searching for “data loggers” or “temperature data loggers”.  

15. Securing of Vehicle on ferries (Lashing Points): (Annex I Ch II 3.2)

· There must be a sufficient number of adequately designed, positioned (adequately spaced) and maintained securing points (lashing points) on each vehicle so that it can be securely fastened to the ferry.

· Securing points (lashing points) must be attached to a secure point on the frame of the vehicle

· The internal free passage of the lashing point aperture on the truck should be at least 80mm to accommodate the hooks of the chains used on many ferries.

· The minimum number of securing points required must be in accordance with the following table:

	Gross weight of Road Vehicle

(tonnes)
	Minimum number of securing points 



	Up to 3.5 tonnes*
	2 (as a minimum); either one centrally 

located at the front and one at the back, or one centrally located at either side) *

	3.5 - 20.0
	4 (2 on either side)**

	20.0 - 30.0
	6 (3 on either side)***

	30.0 - 40.0
	8 (4 on either side)****


*Please note that even on trucks of less than 3.5 tonnes it is recommended that 4 lashing points are provided (one at or near each corner).

 **On some existing trucks between 3.5-20 tonnes there may be two lashing points at the rear and one centrally located towing point at the front, to which two lashing chains can be attached (one from either side), i.e. only three lashing points but allowing 4 lashing chains in total to be attached. This can be accepted.   

*** On some existing trucks between 20-30 tonnes there may be two lashing points at the rear, two along the side and one centrally located towing point at the front, to which two lashing chains can be attached (one from either side), i.e. only five lashing points but allowing 6 lashing chains in total to be attached. This can be accepted.   

****On some existing trucks between 30-40 tonnes there may be three lashing points along either side and one centrally located towing point at the front, to which two lashing chains can be attached (one from either side), i.e. only seven lashing points but allowing 4 lashing chains in total to be attached. This can be accepted.   

We advise that the lashing points are painted with an easily visible colour (yellow is the suggested colour); where they are hidden or partly hidden under the truck we advise that an arrow or sign on the side of the truck points to where the lashing points are located. When the truck is boarding the ferry, if it not quickly and immediately obvious to the ferry operative where the lashing points are located there is a danger that they will attach the chains to an incorrect point on the truck.

16. Facilities for provision of liquids on board vehicles (Annex I Ch.VI 2.1  Ch.VI 2.2  Ch.VI 2.3)
· All vehicles must have a water storage system. For horses this can either be a fixed water tank or portable containers. If portable containers (e.g. suitable clear plastic containers) are to be used these must be presented with the truck at the time of an approval inspection.  

· It must be possible for an attendant to quickly supply water to each animal whenever necessary during a journey. 

· The capacity of the water tanks shall be at least 1.5% of the maximum payload of the vehicle. As a rule of thumb this is approximately 7.5 litres per adult horse. 

· There must be a means of easily checking the water level in the tanks. In practice if clear coloured plastic containers are used this is not an issue. Where a fixed water tank is used a simple system using a gravity-fed clear plastic pipe attached to the tank is adequate.

· As horses do not normally drink from drinking “devices”, buckets will be considered an acceptable means of supplying water to horses.

17. Feed 
(Annex I Ch.VI 1.3)
· Carry sufficient appropriate feed for journey. 
· Protect feed from weather and contaminants.
18. Navigation System (satellite tracking system)

· Navigation system is not required for transport of registered Equidae (Article 6.9).
19. Roadworthiness of Vehicles


A Certificate of Roadworthiness shall accompany all vehicles presented for approval, unless such vehicles are new or less than 1 year old.

Further information in relation to animal transport is available on the Department of Agriculture Website at the following link

www.agriculture.gov.ie/animaltransport 
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