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Cattle

Cork examined a seventh-month aborted foetus and found an enlarged liver with a cobble stone appearance (figure 1). Microscopic examination of the liver revealed extensive and diffuse lymphocytic infiltration consistent with lymphoma. Large numbers of lymphocytes could be observed within the blood vessels of the brain sections examined (figure 2). Limerick also diagnosed lymphoma in a ninth-month foetus. There was generalized enlargement of lymph nodes, hepatomegaly and splenomegaly. Histopathology confirmed the diagnosis. Lymphoma has been reported previously in foetuses. This is the sporadic form that is not associated with bovine leukaemia virus.

All centres reported cases of parasitic gastroenteritis in weanlings. A six-month old calf was submitted to Cork following clinical signs of marked diarrhoea and lethargy. Necropsy showed thickening of the abomasal mucosa with haemorrhage and punctuate ulcerative lesions. Parasitological examination showed one thousand strongyle eggs per gram (epg) of faeces. Cohorts subsequently showed counts of one to two thousand epg. 

Hoose pneumonia was diagnosed in an eight-month old calf examined by Athlone. This calf had shown severe respiratory distress prior to death.  Athlone reported a number of deaths amongst weanlings on a feedlot from respiratory disease. Gross post mortem examination revealed tracheitis and antero-ventral pneumonia. Bacteriological and virological analysis of tissues revealed the presence of infectious bovine rhinotracheitis (IBR). IBR was diagnosed in a weanling examined by Athlone, one of a large herd in which a large number showed respiratory signs and raised temperatures. 

Athlone diagnosed blackleg in two eight-month old weanlings from two different herds. In one case the animal had been vaccinated with an appropriate clostridial vaccine after purchase in April 2006 but booster vaccination after six weeks was not carried out. In the case of the second animal no vaccination had been carried out at all. Lesions from both animals were positive for Clostridium chauvoei using a fluorescent antibody test (FAT).

Athlone reported that a year and a half old heifer with a history of sudden death was found to have vegetative endocarditis and severe pulmonary oedema. Kilkenny investigated an outbreak of botulism in a dairy herd. Three cows became recumbent at the end of August, responded temporarily to calcium and magnesium, and died within 48 hours. A dead crow was found in a water trough. Clostridium botulinum toxin Type D was identified (using the mouse bioassay test) in a sample of abomasal contents taken from one of the three cows affected. A suspect outbreak in north Kerry lead to the deaths of seven cattle. Poultry litter being stored on the farm had been fenced off, but cattle had broken in over one weekend. The signs were classical, flaccid paralysis that did not respond to any treatment. The last animal became clinically affected almost three weeks following removal from the suspect source. Samples have been collected by Limerick for testing, in an attempt to reach a definitive diagnosis. 

Cork investigated a problem of slow calving in a suckler-cow herd. The first stage of labour would appear to progress normally, with the dam oblivious to it, but no effort would be made to proceed with the second stage of labour – intervention being necessary. A mineral profile showed marginal magnesium concentrations in cows in late pregnancy. A magnesium supplement was introduced and the problem appears to have disappeared. 

Cork dealt with a suspected case of nitrate/nitrite poisoning that lead to the deaths of six cows from a group of twenty-six. The farmer, unfamiliar with feeding brassicas, had given the group unrestricted access to a field of kale. The deaths occurred within an hour-and-a-half of the farmer becoming aware of the incident. When the private veterinary practitioner (PVP) arrived two cows were already dead and the others clinically affected were in sternal recumbency and hyperventilating. Mouth breathing was present terminally. The mucous membranes were brown but the most significant finding for the PVP was the chocolate colour of the blood on venepuncture. In view of the history and clinical signs post mortem examinations were not considered necessary.
Sheep

Athlone diagnosed cobalt poisoning in a large lamb flock with a history of ill-thrift since weaning. Two animals were submitted for examination after ten had already died. At gross post mortem examination there was evidence of parasitic gastroenteritis and high faecal strongyle egg counts (5,800 and 2,000 epg) were recorded. Liver copper analyses established copper deficiency in the flock. Liver cobalt analyses showed raised liver cobalt values, and it transpired that the flock was being treated with cobalt every three to four weeks. Clearly the causes of ill-thrift and mortality in this case were multi-factorial but it is important that farmers should not blindly treat animals before seeking veterinary opinion.

Other Species

Limerick diagnosed parasitic pneumonia in a six-month old goat. In another case, necrotic arthritis and osteomyelitis of the right carpal joint was seen in a four-year old goat. Salmonella Dublin was isolated on culture of the necrotic lesion, and also from the intestinal contents.

Limeick diagnosed paraquat poisoning in a four-month old Labrador pup. The pup had been missing for about two weeks, was found in the front avenue showing symptoms, and died in a couple of hours. Leptospirosis was diagnosed in an eight-week old pup.  The pup died shortly after showing symptoms of extreme weakness and collapse.  Gross post-mortem examination showed widespread petechiation, anaemia and jaundice. Cork diagnosed gastro-intestinal parasitism in a pup, one of two to die from a litter of three. Large numbers of ascarid worms were found in the stomach and intestines.

Cases of Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease (RHD) were seen in Athlone and Kilkenny.
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