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Correction

In the August 2005 regional veterinary laboratory report (Irish Veterinary Journal. 58: 616-618), figure 3 illustrated the Staphylococcus aureus antibiotic sensitivity patterns for milk samples submitted during the month. The graph suggested resistance to amoxycillin/clavulanic acid and cloxacillin. This was incorrect. No resistance to these antibiotics was encountered. We apologise for any concerns that this may have caused.

Cattle

Non-suppurative encephalitis was diagnosed by Dublin following histopathology of aborted foetuses from two different cattle herds. The lesions were considered to be consistent with Neospora caninum infection. One of the herds was known to have had problems with Neospora-associated abortions in the past. Kilkenny also diagnosed many cases of Neospora-associated abortion, based on a combination of foetal histopathology, foetal serology and dam serology. Campylobacter fetus subspecies fetus was isolated from the stomach contents of a foetus in Kilkenny. There were gross lesions of oedema and hyperaemia of the serosal surface of the small intestine in this case. 

Limerick carried out a post-mortem on a four-day old calf that had a history of diarrhoea since day two. Cryptosporidium oocysts were detected in the large intestinal contents and the calf had a very low immunoglobin level. The examination also revealed lesions of ‘rumen-drinking’, with milk firmly adhered to rumenal epithelium. Histopathology showed a severe mycotic rumenitis. It is suspected that the calf was tube-fed, that the reticular groove failed to close, and that the milk entered the rumen. Another complication of tube feeding was seen in a three-day-old calf from another herd. The calf was tube-fed with colostrum as it was premature and weak. Foreign body pneumonia was diagnosed and Staphylococcus aureus was isolated from the lungs.

A blood sample submitted to Kilkenny from a calf with a history of chronic scour and necrosis of tips of tail and ears was found to have a very high antibody titre to Salmonella Dublin. Cork isolated Salmonella Dublin from the liver and brain of a two-week old calf with a history of vague neurological symptoms.

Sligo diagnosed acute retropharygeal lymhadenitis with asphyxia (lungs atelectic) in an eight-month old weanling. The grossly enlarged, haemorrhagic lymph nodes had multiple small caseous lesions suggestive of mycobacteria granulomas. These granulomas were examined histopathologically and were found to contain acid-fast bacilli. Culture results are awaited. Dublin diagnosed clostridial myositis (blackleg) in a year-old bullock. A number of fatalities had been reported within the herd during the previous week. The histories of these fatalities were similar, acute hind limb lameness followed rapidly by respiratory distress and death. The involvement of Clostridium chauveoi was confirmed.

Athlone diagnosed ragwort poisoning in an 18-month old heifer that had shown clinical signs of severe tenesmus before becoming recumbent. It was the third such loss in the herd over a short period. Cork is investigating two cases of bilateral convergent strabismus (BCS) in the one herd. The bullock and heifer affected, both Friesian/Hereford crosses, were fattening animals. The bullock had been slaughtered and the head was submitted (figure 1). Cork previously reported BCS in Friesian cows (Power, E.P. (1987) Irish Veterinary Journal. 41: 357-358).  BCS in German Brown cattle is considered to be an inherited defect that results in centrally insufficient function of the eye muscles (Distl, O. and Gerst, M. (2000) Journal of Veterinary Medicine. 47, No. 1). Dublin examined the carcase of an 18-month old recently purchased bullock that had been recumbent for two days. It was the second animal in a group of sixteen to have been similarly affected within a two-week period. The animal was reported to have been dull and inappetant. At post-mortem examination a large number of focal ulcers were present in the abomasal mucosa. The abomasum and intestines were filled with blood-tinged contents. The presence of numerous parasitic larvae in the abomasal mucosa was confirmed on histopathological examination, along with haemorrhage and ulceration. The faecal strongyle egg count was <100 eggs per gram, indicating a non-patent infection and supporting a diagnosis of type II ostertagiasis. A concurrent infection with liver fluke was also noted.

Kilkenny diagnosed listeriosis in a cow from a farm where three cows, one bull and a bullock had died following short illnesses. The cow had a history of dribbling and blindness on one side and had died within three days of developing the signs. In another herd where three suckler cows had been found dead in the field, a fourth cow was found recumbent and hyperaesthetic, and a fifth cow had clinical signs suggestive of listeriosis. Listeriosis was confirmed in that cow at post-mortem while a blood sample from the fourth cow revealed low serum magnesium, calcium and inorganic phosphorous.

Sheep

Sligo reported abortions associated with Salmonella Dublin, Chlamydiophila abortus and Toxoplasma gondii. Athlone also diagnosed toxoplasmosis in a flock with a history of multiple abortions. 

Sligo is investigating an outbreak of urolithiasis in pedigree ram lambs at pasture. Six deaths had occurred.

Pigs

Haemolytic Escherichia coli, typed as G205, was isolated by Cork from a post-weaning pig.  The pig was from a unit with an ongoing scour problem. Post-mortem findings included enteritis and the characteristic gelatinous submucosal oedema of the stomach wall.

Poultry

Broiler breeder replacement pullets submitted to Cork were found to have impaction of the gizzard and anterior small intestine. The pullets were at the restricted feeding stage of rearing and were ingesting the litter.

Other Species

Athlone reported that Equine Herpes Virus type 4 (EHV4) was detected in a late aborted foal. Gross post-mortem examination showed excessive pleural and peritoneal fluids, liver and kidney enlargement. Histopathological examination showed diffuse congestion and haemorhages in many tissues. Splenic necrosis was also evident. EHV4 was also detected in an eighth-month aborted foal foetus submitted to Limerick. Sligo diagnosed gastric rupture in a five-year old gelding that was broken and ready for sale. Large numbers of Parascaris equorum nematodes were seen in an ingesta-filled abdomen (figure 2). 

Limerick investigated the death of a one-year old greyhound that had presented clinically with inappetence, swelling of the legs and limb weakness. Bleeding from the nasal and oral cavity was observed the following day and the dog deteriorated rapidly and died. Post-mortem examination revealed a large haemorrhage in the thoracic cavity, and subcutaneous haemorrhages in the lower limbs. Faecal parasitological analysis revealed a very high infestation with Angiostrongylus vasorum larvae and Toxocara canis eggs, despite a history of recent anthelmintic treatment. 
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Figure 1  “Bilateral convergent strabismus in a bullock at slaughter- photo Pat Sheehan”
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Figure 2 “The abdominal cavity of a gelding following gastric rupture – photo Michéal Casey”

