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Cattle

Athlone examined a three-day old calf with “malformed skin” on all four limbs ventrally from beneath the hocks and knees. There was a sharp demarcation between the normal and abnormal skin. There was no horn on the hooves and buccal ulceration was also noted. Histopathological examination of the affected skin showed severe ulceration. The epidermis was replaced by necrotic tissue infiltrated with inflammatory cells, bacteria and fungi. Separation of the epidermis from the dermis was also noted. A diagnosis of epitheliogenesis imperfecta was made based on the gross and histopathological findings. The mode of inheritance for this condition is autosomal recessive.

Sligo reported five separate isolated cases of death in young calves due to abomasal ulceration. Death was due to haemorrhage in three cases and perforation and peritonitis in two. Athlone diagnosed abomasal torsion in a two-month old calf with a history of sudden death. Kilkenny encountered a case of mesenteric root torsion in a young calf.
Athlone, Limerick and Sligo reported cases of lead poisoning during the month. Sligo had five cases of blackleg in calves. In the youngest calf affected the disease presented as the "visceral form", where a single focal necrotic lesion was found in the lungs.  Limerick reported a sharp increase in the number of cases of coccidiosis recorded. Most of the outbreaks were associated with weaned calves at grass. 

Sligo diagnosed Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) in an 18-month old bullock with an interesting clinical presentation. This animal was noticed near nightfall to be mildly unwell, slightly dull, with moderately severe haemoglobinuria during a large outbreak of babesiosis in a beef cattle herd at pasture. It was not possible to confine and treat the animal that evening, and the following morning a clinical examiantion revealed that the urine had cleared, the temperature was near normal and digestive function and faeces appeared normal. Over the next three weeks the animal developed a syndrome of constipation, tenesmus and inappetence.  Multifocal oral ulceration also developed.  As the animal became progressively weaker a decision was made to euthanase the animal on welfare grounds. At postmortem examination the oral ulceration was noted to extend throughout the GIT and was particul;arly severe in the oesophagus (figure 1) and rectum.  The mucosal surface of the intestine was covered in dense punctate haemorrhages (figure 2). An ante-mortem blood sample contained BVD antigen.

A case of eosinophilic myositis was diagnosed by Dublin by histopathology examination of a sample of skeletal muscle from an 18-month old heifer that showed an unusual appearance including apparent muscle striations at veterinary inspection post slaughter with no clinical history of disease. The definitive etiology of this condition is unknown. 

Cork was consulted on an unusual case of choke in an in-calf heifer. The main clinical signs were pain and a refusal to eat whilst appearing initially keen to do so. Two of the typical signs of choke, salivation and bloat were not present in the case. because of the shape of the plastic foreign body that caused the choke (figure 3). A rumenotomy was performed and this revealed a string, which was attached to a plastic object located in the caudal part of the oesephagus. Unfortunately the debilitated animal died shortly after surgery. On post mortem examination scarring was apparent in the lower oesophagus.

Athlone reported serum copper values ranging from 1.6 to 3.7µmol/l in samples submitted from cows in one herd (normal range: 11.0 – 26.6µmol/l). These cows were on reclaimed bog and were in poor condition, with brown “stary” coats. Copper deficiency was also diagnosed by Athlone in two four-month old calves reported to have been showing signs of ill thrift and stiff gait. One death was reported in the affected group. Serum copper values of 1.0 and 1.3µmol/l were recorded.

Sheep

Parasitic gastro-enteritis was diagnosed by Athlone in a two and a half month old lamb. A number of cases of cerebrocortical necrosis (CCN) were seen by Sligo in lambs at pasture.  There was a history of change in pasture or diet in these cases.
Pneumonia/pleurisy suspected as being caused by Manheimia haemolytica  was diagnosed by Athlone in a three month old lamb. Histopathological examination of tissues revealed pulmonary congestion and oedema and focal hepatic necrosis. Bacterial colonies were discernible in the hepatic and pulmonary parenchyma but no pathogen was isolated. The findings were consistent with a haemhorragic septicaemia, the likely causative agent being Mannheimia haemolytica. 

Poultry

The warm weather early in the month was considered a factor in heavy infectations of red mites (Dermanyssus gallinae) that resulted in the deaths from anaemia of free-range layers examined by Cork.

Other Species

Athlone reported a case of fibrinous peritonitis in a three-year old mare. A rectal tear was detected on gross postmortem examination.

Hepatic microscopic lesions consistent with Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease were observed by Cork laboratory in a ten-week old rabbit, the third to die in a group of fifteen.
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Figure  “Ulceration of the oesophagus in an 18-month old bullock with BVD- photo Michéal Casey”
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Figure 2 “Punctate haemorrhages on the mucosal surface of the small intestine of a bullock with BVD infection- photo Michéal Casey”
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Figure 3 “A plastic object responsible for causing choke in a heifer – photo Pat Sheehan”

