Most common non-compliances with cross compliance requirements found during 2008

Cattle

50% of all non-compliances found related to bovine identification and registration. Of these 50% related to CMMS irregularities, i.e., failure to notify movements, births and deaths to the database. 30% related to passport discrepancies, i.e., no passports, missing passports and surplus passports. 11% related to tagging irregularities, i.e., animals with both tags missing and animals never tagged. The final 9% relates to bovine herd register discrepancies, i.e., no entries, missing entries and incorrect entries. 

Nitrates

26% of all non-compliances found related to Nitrates. Of these 41% related to inadequate collection of livestock manure, other organic fertilisers, soiled water or silage effluent. 22% related to inadequate management of the storage facilities for livestock manure, other organic fertilisers, soiled water or silage effluent. 18% related to clean water not being diverted to a clean water outfall so as to minimise soiled water generation. 13% related to structural defects in the storage facilities in use leading to direct or indirect runoff to groundwater/surfacewater. 2% related to farmyard manure being stockpiled on land during a prohibited spreading period. Another 2% related to insufficient emergence of green cover within 6 weeks of the application of a non-selective herbicide between 1st July and 15th January. There were small numbers of non-compliance in other areas also.

Sheep

Non-compliance with ovine identification and registration accounted for 21% of all non-compliances found. Of this 42% related to flock register discrepancies, i.e., movements of sheep on/off farm not recorded or incorrectly recorded or missing dockets. 34% related to failure to submit a sheep census. 24% related to tagging irregularities, i.e., incorrect tagging, animals never tagged and missing tags.

Other

Non-compliances in the areas of food, good agricultural and environmental conditions, pesticides, groundwater and animal welfare respectively made up 3% of the total non-compliances found during 2008.

