Circular No. 49/01

To All:  R.I., A.S., D.S., S.A.O., T.A.O.

RE:  Access Points to Slatted Tanks in Animal Housing.

The present edition (Dec.’97) of minimum specification S.123 - Cl. 1.3. clearly states that Access Points shall not be installed inside new free-standing slatted houses.  It appears that in certain Districts in the country, that a practice has developed where contractors are installing access points with safety manholes inside the free-standing house in addition to outside access points.

Following discussion with the Health and Safety Authority it must be stressed again that under no circumstances shall access points be allowed in side free-standing slatted houses.

Where it is found that internal access points have been installed, in free-standing animal houses, then these access point must be replaced with normal gang slats before grant aid is certified.

Applicants should be advised that good management practice of slurry during indoor feeding season and immediately after the houses are vacated is essential.  They should also be referred to S.123 – Section 8: SAFETY.
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