Circular No. 84/01

29th November, 2001

To each District Superintendent

Copy to each AS and RI

Re:  Scheme of Investment Aid for the Improvement of Dairy Hygiene Standards

Clarification on the maximum of eight Units and investments eligible for grant aid

Milking Premises

Approval may issue in respect of a new milking premises with more than eight units planned.  However, grant aid is confined to the dimensions and size of a milking premises appropriate to a twelve unit facility.

Likewise approval may issue in respect of an existing milking premises which is being upgraded and extended to include more than eight units.  Grant aid is confined to the dimensions and size of the additional units which brings the milking premises up to not more than twelve units.

Milking Machines

A new milking machine exceeding eight units may be approved, however, grant aid is confined to an eight units milking.

Similarly, where an existing milking machine is being upgraded and additional units installed, grant aid is confined to the additional units which brings the milking machine up to eight units.

Collections Tank

An collection tank with a capacity of up to 10 days storage for washings and effluent from the dairy/parlour and from the assembly yard may be approved for grant aid.  Slats placed on tanks must be of heavy duty quality.

Power-washer

Are eligible for grant aid subject to a maximum investment ceiling of £1,000.

Teat Washing Equipment

Are also eligible for grant aid.

Second Dairying Facilities

Applications in respect of second milking premises on a holding to facilitate the use of land on the other side of a motorway or an out farm are ineligible for aid.

Charles O’Reilly

On-Farm Investment Schemes Division

