Circular OFI/WEX/05/2003

12th June 2003 

To:  
All R.I.s/A.S.s/D.S.s/S.A.O.s/T.A.O.s

Roofing of Feed Areas and /or Animal Yard under the Farm Waste Managements Scheme (FWM)
This circular replaces circular 3-2002-OFI, 22nd February 2002 and circular OFI/WEX/03/2003, 17th April 2003, ‘Roofing of Feed Areas and /or Animal Yard under the Farm Waste Management Scheme (FWM)’.
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Figure 1: Slatted feed area in front of existing cubicle house.

1. Where as part of a conversion it is required to build a slatted tank across the front or to the side of an existing building to form a new feed area, as shown in Fig. 1, it is very strongly recommended that the feed area be roofed.  Any tank constructed shall comply with S123.  If it is decided to omit the roof then the following additional conditions shall be complied with:

· The agitation points shall be outside the line of the sidewall of the existing house, and outside the line of any expected future roof.

· The agitation points shall be outside the feeding area.

· In difficult/dangerous site conditions the tank can be up to 3.0 metres from the existing house.  In other conditions it is recommended that the maximum distance is 1.5 metres.

· The tank shall be designed with full allowance for rainfall within the catchment area.

· The stanchions supporting the feed-barrier shall be either:

a) Stub stanchions (maximum of 1.5m above ground level) of a maximum of IPE160, or,

b) Be of the correct size for a stanchion for a building of the span of the feed area.  These stanchions shall be of the correct height to allow the installation of the future roof, and shall be set in foundations of specified size for the stanchion selected.  [Note that costings will fully reflect the expenditure on these stanchions.]

2. A roof may be constructed over an existing solid feeding yard, either as an extension of an existing animal house or as a stand-alone structure.  Such structures shall be included as Class 6 on the Farm Structures List.

3. A roof may be constructed over a new or existing collecting yard for dairy cows.  If the collecting yard is associated with an animal house it shall be included as Class 6.  If it separate from animal housing then it shall be included as Class 8.

4. A tank may be constructed under either a new or existing collecting yard.  If the yard is part of an animal house, then agitation points shall be provided in accordance with S.123.  If the tank is constructed to collect soiled water in a separate collecting yard, agitation points are not mandatory, but a safety manhole shall be installed.

5. All roofing and cladding materials shall be in accordance with S.102.
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