Circular 41/00
To each District Superintendent, A.S., R.I, &R.D.E. Inspector 

To all approved REPS Planning Agencies

16 November 2000

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS)

This Circular supersedes Circulars 11/00, 37/00 (local FDS only) and 38/00 (Planners only) (Processing of applications under transitional rules only).

Procedures to be followed following End of Transitional Rules

Existing Scheme participants that have submitted new agri-environmental plans for new contracts to avail of Supplementary Measure A or payment on additional land (Circular 67/97 and 15/98) on or before 28/9/00.

Plans for Additional Land and Supplementary Measure A received and date stamped in the local Farm Development office on or before 28 September 2000 and with an anniversary date on or before 1/10/00 can now be processed. The new 5 year plan can only be accepted on the basis that an undertaking (REPS 1X) is given by the applicant (s) that the contract will be integrated and adapted to the arrangements for the new REPS Scheme agreed under the Rural Development Plan and Programmes 2000-2006 on 28 September 2000. Participants with leased land should have an unexpired lease of six years or more from the commencement date of the new plan. These participants will be required to submit a new agri-environmental plan to meet the specifications of REPS 2 before their next anniversary date.
Existing Participants that have submitted new agri-environmental plans to avail of Supplementary Measure A or payment on additional land before 28/9/00 but with anniversary dates of 1/11/00 or 1/12/00.

As the transitional rules are no longer in operation there is now no scheme to approve new 5 year contracts. The participants will have the option to transform the existing contract to a new 5 year contract under REPS 2 by submitting a new 5 year plan to comply with REPS 2 before their next anniversary date. 
Existing Participants that have submitted new agri-environmental plans to avail of Supplementary Measure A or payment on additional land after 28/9/00.

As the transitional rules are no longer in operation there is now no scheme to approve new 5 year contracts. The participants will have the option to transform the existing contract to a new 5 year contract under REPS 2 by submitting a new 5 year plan to comply with REPS 2 before their next anniversary date.
Participants accepted into the Scheme after 30/7/99 having completed a REPS 1X to join REPS 2. (Anniversary dates 1/8/00, 1/9/00, 1/10/00 and 1/11/00.)

This Division will be writing to all these participants advising that they will be required to submit a new agri-environmental plan to comply with the new scheme specifications and terms and conditions before their next anniversary date. Participants with leased land will be advised that if the leased land is to be included in a new 5 year contract, the unexpired period of the lease will have to run for 5 years from their next anniversary date to be eligible for payment.

Participants accepted into the Scheme after 30/7/99 having completed a REPS 1X to join REPS 2. (Anniversary dates on or after 1/12/00)

A letter and REPS 1CX (copies attached) will issue to these participants informing them that a new agri-environmental plan to comply with the REPS 2 specifications will have to be submitted. These participants will be allowed four months from the anniversary date to submit a plan to comply with the new specifications. The soil samples provided with the initial application will suffice.

If you require any clarification please contact John Ryan, extension 3452, Danny O’Brien, extension 3451 or Lorcan O’Shea extension, 3459, Agricultural Structures II.

________________

Gerry Rice 

Agricultural Structures II

