Circular 44/00

To each DS, AS, RI, RDE Inspector

To all Approved REPS Planning Agencies

21 November 2000

Rural Environment Protection Scheme 2000

Approval of Planners/Planning Agencies under REPS 2000

As REPS 2000 is a separate and new Scheme under Council Regulation 1257/99, Planners and Planning Agencies who were approved as such under REPS 1994 – 1999 will not automatically be deemed to be approved under the new Scheme. Those who wish to apply for approval to operate under the new REP Scheme must supply to the Department a declaration that all planners meet the Department’s minimum qualification criteria. These minimum criteria are based on academic qualifications held by the individual seeking approval and are set out below:

The accepted agriculturalist standard for suitability to act as REPS planner is a University Degree in general Agricultural Science under the older B. Ag. Sc. syllabus or its equivalent.  The following Ag. Sc. Degrees are acceptable:

Animal & Crop Production, 

Animal Science, 

Agri-business & Rural Development, 

Agricultural & Environmental Science, 

Engineering Technology.

Where a comparable or equivalent degree to Agricultural Science is proffered, subjects such as soil science, farm management, animal husbandry, crop husbandry and farm buildings & pollution control must have formed a significant part of the Degree course syllabus. 

The Department may accept persons holding certain environmental Degree qualifications as suitable to act as REPS planner provided that the qualification has sufficient relevance to the environmental requirements of the Scheme; e.g. minimum B. Science (Environmental Science) where degree subjects taken are directly relevant to REPS.

The Department will issue a list of approved Planning Agencies to all local FDS offices and new REPS 2000 applications will only be accepted from those Planning Agencies appearing on that list. To apply for inclusion on the REPS 2000 approved list, you must supply:

(1) Before 15 December 2000, a declaration (per the enclosed sample) signed on behalf of your Planning Agency that the individual planners working for your Agency meet the above criteria. Based on these declarations, the Department will issue the list of Planning Agencies approved under REPS 2000 and new applications will only be accepted from Planners/Planning Agencies appearing on that list.

(2) Before 31 January 2001, a copy of each individual planner’s Degree Certificate, certified by the awarding institution or a solicitor, notary, etc., along with proof of the exact qualification held. The Department may request additional information in support of applications, such as confirmation of the exact qualification held, subjects taken, credits awarded, etc. Failure to produce such documentary proof of qualifications will result in the removal of the Planner/Planning Agency concerned from the approved list.

Declarations and supporting documentation should be sent to Mr. R. Gregg or Ms. M. Minogue at the address above as soon as possible but no later than 31 January 2001.

Yours sincerely,

Richard Gregg

Agriculture Structures II

Dept of Agriculture, Food & Rural Development

Agriculture Structures II (REPS)

Johnstown Castle Estate

Co. Wexford

For attention of:
R. Gregg / M. Minogue

Declaration for purposes of approval of Planners under REPS 2000

I have read the criteria for approval of planners by the Department of Agriculture, Food & Rural Development under the REPS 2000 Scheme. To the best of my knowledge, the planners listed below hold the qualifications required for approval under the new Scheme and I hereby apply to have them included on the Department’s approved list.

I understand that any approval issued by the Department on foot of this declaration is conditional on the production of documentary evidence of each individual planner’s qualifications which will be supplied to the Department before 31 January 2001.

Planner Name



Planner number

Signed:







Date:




On behalf of:







(Planning Agency)







(Agency Code)
