Circular 7/02

To All Approved REPS Planning Agencies.

To each SI, RI, AS, RDE, District Superintendent 

 
19th February 2002 
 

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS 2)

 
Supplementary Measure  
Organic Farming (Code SM6)   
The objective of this supplementary measure is to encourage producers in the Rural Environment Protection Scheme to respond to the market demand for organically produced food. In accordance with this objective, the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development is committed to encouraging and increasing the level of food produced organically in Ireland.      

This circular clarifies the position concerning the transforming of an existing agri-environmental plan approved under REPS 2 to incorporate the organic farming supplementary measure  (SM6).  It also outlines the procedure for calculating payment for a SM6 participant under REPS 2.   

 

1.
Transform REPS 2 to incorporate Supplementary Measure (Organic Farming (SM6)) 

Where during the course of a five year REPS commitment a participant elects to convert his/her farm to organic production methods, such change of the farming system shall constitute grounds for the transformation of the existing commitment into a new five year commitment as provided for under Article 20 of Commission Regulation 1750/1999.

Therefore an existing REPS 2 participant may, before his/her anniversary date of acceptance into REPS 2, submit a new REPS agri-environmental plan to incorporate SM6.  

2.
Payment under Supplementary Measure (Organic Farming) (REPS 2).   

Unlike payment of the basic measure, the organic farming supplementary measure is paid on an annual retrospective basis.  


Livestock production

Under REPS 2, organic livestock producers will receive payment computed on the basis of a minimum stocking level of 0.5 livestock units per hectare of eligible forage area declared for REPS.    This arrangement allows for farmers to receive payment on a pro rata basis to their level of production and is an amendment to REPS 1 where a minimum stocking density of 0.3 LU/hectare was required for the total forage area.  Under REPS2 the Planner will declare on the REPS 1C the eligible area for payment computed from the farmer’s Record Sheets.    

For livestock farmers with 40 hectares or more eligible forage area, he/she must have a minimum of 20 livestock units in order to receive the maximum payment of 40 hectares.    

	Livestock Unit (L.U.) Equivalents & Computation  

Dairy Cow 





1.0 L.U.  

Suckler Cow 





1.0 L.U.  

Cattle 0-1 year 




0.4 L.U. 

Cattle 1-2 year




0.6 L.U. 

Cattle over 2 years & or Bulls
 
 
1.0 L.U. 

Mountain Ewe + Lamb 



0.15 L.U. 

Lowland Ewe + Lamb  



0.15 L.U.  

Lowland Hoggett 




0.15 L.U. 

Mountain Hoggett




0.15 L.U.   

Goat 






0.15 L.U. 


Deer (Red) 





0.38 L.U. 

Deer (Fallow/Sika)




0.15 L.U.  

Sow (farrow to finish)



1.1   L.U.  

Sow (farrow to weaner)



0.45 L.U. 

Finishing pig





0.08 L.U.   (b).  

Laying hen  





0.01 L.U.  

Broiler 





0.003 L.U. (c)    

Turkey





0.005 L.U. (d)  

(a) Horses are ineligible and therefore should not be included or taken into account in calculating a farmer’s number of livestock units.

(b) For finishing pigs; it is assumed a throughput of 2 pigs/pig place/year

Example: From REPS record sheet, 40 finishing pigs per pig place would equate to 80 pigs throughput per year.  

(c) For Broilers; it is assumed a throughput of 3 broilers/place/year

(d) For Turkeys; it is assumed a throughput of 3 turkeys/place/year




Crop Production

To provide for adequate rotation to facilitate the organic crop production cycle and in the exclusive case of organic crop producers (non-livestock systems), at least 50% of the eligible area for organic payment must be cropped each year.

For example an intensive organic crop producer farming 30 hectares with at least 15 hectares under crops will receive payment in respect of 30 hectares. 

For mixed farming enterprises, payment for crop production will be based on the area cropped by the farmer.  
 

Examples:





Procedure for Planner. 

In accordance with the amendments outlined above, the following procedure will apply:  

a) The farmer’s relevant Reps Record Sheets should be used by the REPS Planner as the basis for calculating, for the period in question, the number of hectares eligible for payment under this measure.  A detailed example is attached.  
b) The Planner should then enter the eligible area (ha)
 on the REPS 1C in the Organic (SM6) box.    

It is important to note that where the stocking density for the forage area exceeds 0.5 livestock units per hectare, the eligible area entered in the Organic (SM6) box on the REPS 1C shall not exceed the farmer’s total forage area + area under crops (if applicable).  

Example. 

A farmer has 10 hectares under forage, 3 hectares cropped and 7 livestock units.  On the REPS 1C, the eligible area should be entered as 13 hectares ie. 10 hectares + 3 hectares cropped.       

c) The Planner must provide the farmer with a copy of the documentation on how this eligible area (ha) was calculated. This document can, for example, be the completed template used in the cited example, which should be retained by the farmer as part of his records and presented to Department officials when requested.       

If you require any clarification on any aspect of this circular, please contact Frank Macken (053) 63476, Niall Ryan (053) 65572 or Nick Stafford (053) 63465.   

 
________________





___________________

Gerry Rice 






Frank Macken 

Agricultural Structures 




Agricultural Environment & Structures   









Group 

Example 

A farmer was approved for REPS 2 (including supplementary measure – organic farming) from the 1st December 2000 and has an eligible area of 25.0 hectares; and has in-conversion status.  

On the 1st December 2001 payment for supplementary measure – organic farming is due for the period 1st December 2000 – 30th November 2001.

According to the farmer’s Record Sheets (REPS) for this period, the farmer has 10 hectares under forage and 15 hectares cropped.  This farmer has two suckler cows and 2 calves born on the 16th March 2001. This farmer also has 10 ewes, which lambed in March 2001 and produced 25 lambs, which were later sold.   

	Template 

Farmer (Name and Address): to be completed                                  REPS No:  to be completed 

Payment for Period: 1st December 2000 – 30th November 2001 

 
 

Number of animals at end of each month of the recording year
 
(a)  Totals
 ( for the
 12 mths)
 
Aver No. 
multiplied by 
Livestock Units 
Type of Enterprise   


2001

 2000
   D
 
 
  J       F      M     A     M      J      J      A      S      O      N

 
Aver No. (a) ÷ 12

 Livestock Units (LU’s)
Suckler Cow 

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

24

2

1

2.000

Cattle 0-1 years 

0

0

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

0

18

1.5

0.4

0.600

Ewes

10

10

10

10
10

10

10

10

10

10

10

10

120

10

0.15

1.500


Total

     4.100

Forage Area (ha) 


Eligible forage area for payment (ha)                     Area under Crops (ha)                             Eligible area (ha) 

Comment: * Livestock Production: Forage area 10 hectares; total livestock units (lus) 4.100; farmer is entitled to payment on 8.2 hectares (lus <0.5 per hectare).      

*Crop/Cereal Production: As 15 hectares are under crop production, this farmer is entitled to payment in respect of the 15 hectares     




Farmer (Name and Address):                                             





REPS No:  

Payment for Period: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 
 
	 

Number of animals at end of each month of the recording year
 
	(a)  Totals
 ( for the
 12 mths)
	 
	
	
	 
	Aver No. 
multiplied by 
Livestock Units 

	
	Type of Enterprise   
	
	 
   D
	
	 
	
	
	

	
	 
	  J       F      M     A     M      J      J      A      S      O      N
	
	
	 
	Aver No. (a) ÷ 12
	 Livestock Units (LU’s)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	     
	


Forage Area (ha) 


Eligible forage area for payment (ha)                    Area under Crops (ha)                             Eligible area (ha) 

Comment:

A farmer has 40 hectares (all in forage).  He/She has 10 livestock units and is entitled to payment at the in-conversion rate.  This farmer will receive a payment of €3,620 (ie. 10 livestock units divided by minimum stocking density of 0.5LU = 20 hectares X €181.         








A farmer has 10 hectares (all in forage).  He/She has 10 livestock units and is entitled to payment at the in-conversion rate.  This farmer will receive a payment of  €1,810 (ie. 10 ha X €181).











A farmer has 60 hectares (all in forage).  He/She has 20 livestock units and is entitled to payment at the in-conversion rate.  This farmer will receive a payment of  €7,240 (ie. based on the maximum of 40 hectares).








A farmer has 10 hectares (5 hectares are in forage and 5 hectares are under crop production), has 2 livestock units and is entitled to payment at the in-conversion rate.  This farmer will receive payment as follows:





Livestock element:	 	€724 (ie. based on 4 hectares) 	


Crop element of:	€905 (ie. based on the actual area under crop production ie. 5 hectares).


	Total payment 		€1629	








10





23.2* 





     8.2 





15 
































� The eligible area entered on the REPS 1C cannot exceed the maximum eligible REPS area.  





