Circular 29/02

4 September 2002

To all REPS Planning Agencies

(copy to all Regional Inspectors, RDE Inspectors)

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS 2000)

20 Hour REPS TRAINING COURSES

Farm Safety Issues

You will be aware that there is a very high level of serious injuries and deaths due to farm accidents in Ireland each year. While the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development does not have legislative responsibility for health and safety issues, it is concerned at the level of serious accidents and feels that the importance of farm safety should be conveyed to farmers at every opportunity. In the context of REPS, the Scheme specification states that applicants should be made aware of their responsibilities under various regulations and legislation, including the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act and Regulations.

The 20 hour REPS Training Courses present an opportunity to highlight the importance of farm safety and to make farmers aware of their legislative responsibilities under the Health and Safety Act. The initiative is being implemented with the assistance and support of Teagasc’s Health & Safety Specialists and the Health & Safety Authority.

We would therefore ask that all future 20 hour REPS Training Courses should include farm safety as a separate element on the course syllabus. 

This should take the form of (a) a classroom module of up to half an hour and (b) discussion / demonstration of safety issues as appropriate during the practical farm visit. The intention is not to provide detailed training in health and safety but to create awareness of the issues, to remind farmers of their responsibilities under the relevant legislation and to encourage course participants to look at their own farms in the context of health and safety.

Teagasc Health & Safety Specialists have provided material which can be used in the classroom presentation. The enclosed is designed to be approx a half-hour module:

1. Presentation on Health & Safety (this can be copied or used as the basis for a set of overhead slides or reproduced as a ‘Powerpoint’, etc presentation).

2. A Farm Safety Checklist that can be distributed to course participants. This can also be used for reference during the practical farm visit.

Some additional material is also available free of charge to course organisers:

3. A short video has been produced by Teagasc to promote discussion of farm safety. Copies are available free of charge from 

Teagasc, Rural Development Centre (Health & Safety), Athenry, Co. Galway. Phone 091 845200, Fax 091 844296.

4. “Farm Safety Guidelines”: This Teagasc booklet can be distributed to course participants. Copies are available free of charge from 

Teagasc, Rural Development Centre (Health & Safety), Athenry, Co. Galway. Phone 091 845200, Fax 091 844296.

5. “”Farm Safety Handbook” produced by the HSA can also be distributed to course participants. The Health & Safety Authority has agreed to make copies available free of charge for distribution to 20 hour course participants. Copies can be requested from the 

Health & Safety Authority, 10 Hogan Place, Dublin 2. 

Phone 01 6147000, Fax 01 6147020.

Should you have any queries in relation to this circular, please contact the undersigned or Margaret Minogue at 053 63400.

______________

Richard Gregg

Agricultural Structures

