19 January 2004

Circular No. 03/04

To all approved REPS Planning Agencies

This circular deals with REPS clients who want to join REPS but have no Herd number or the Herd number has been cancelled, REPS clients with a portion of their holding approved and registered as Dealers Premises under S.I. 79 of 2001 and Soil Samples for 1X cases.

Clients that want to join REPS but have no Herd Number or whose Herd Number is cancelled

The Department has put a procedure in place to cater for clients that want to join REPS but do not have a Herd/Flock/Cereal number or where this number has been cancelled. This can happen when the client has no stock or just keeps horses.

Under the terms and conditions of the REPS scheme, only land parcels declared on the Departments Integrated Administration and Control System (IACS) database, which is updated by the annual Area Aid application, will be eligible for payment under REPS. 

1.
Procedure for new REPS applications where the client does not have a herd/flock/cereal number and the land is not registered on IACS

The following documentation should be submitted to HEO for (enter name of County), Area Aid Division, Hume House, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4. 

· Maps identifying the land parcels that have not been previously digitised.

· Completed copy of most recent Area Aid application form showing all the land being farmed (Copy of 2003 form attached). Where some of the land is already digitised, the LPIS number must be entered.

The Area Aid Unit will apply to the District Veterinary Office on behalf of the client for a Scheme Application Number. When the District Veterinary Office assigns a Scheme Application Number to the client, the Area Aid Unit will digitise the land. The Area Aid Unit will forward LPIS Maps to the client and he/she can then apply to join REPS.

Local Agricultural Environmental and Structures Offices (AES) will not process any new REPS applications where a Herd or Scheme Application number has not been provided with the application.

This Scheme Application Number is solely for the purposes of digitising land on the IACS. If bovines are acquired during the course of the REPS contract period, a separate application must be made to the local DVO for a herd number.

REPS clients with a portion of their holding approved and registered as Dealers Premises under S.I. 79 of 2001

Any premises used for dealing operations must be approved for such purpose. A premises is any establishment, construction and, in the case of an open-air farm, any place in which animals or poultry are kept situated within the State. The premises must be kept separate from all other farming operations and managed in compliance with good farming practices. Separation means a complete division of operations between the dealing business and any other business including farming/stock-breeding.

Accordingly, any premises approved as a Dealers Premises under S.I. 79/2001 shall not form part of a REPS contracted area and shall not be eligible for payment.  The area of the Dealers Premises must be included at Section 7 on page 3 of the plan document and clearly marked on the farm map as excluded.  The area of the dealing premises is also excluded from the 11 measures of REPS. If farmyard manure/slurry from the dealing premises is disposed of on the REPS contract area, it must be accounted for accordingly ie form REPS 1B etc. 

Existing REPS participants who have premises registered under S.I. 79/2001 must have the REPS plan amended at the next anniversary following the date of issue of this circular to exclude the dealing premises.  If the contract area is reduced below 40 ha the eligible area for payment will be reduced for the remainder of the contract period.  Any adjustment in the area for payment arising from the provisions of this circular shall be exempted from any clawback requirements.

Soil Samples for 1X participants

1X participants who joined between 30/07/99 and 31/12/99, and who availed of the derogation on soil resampling in Circular 37/01 (ie farmers who had soil samples that were out of date when transforming from REPS 1X to REPS 2) must now have these areas resampled.  The new soil sample certificate (original certificate only acceptable) and amended plan must be submitted with their 2004 REPS 1C forms.

Participants who fail to submit new soil samples and amended plan with the 4th year REPS 1C will not have their payment approved until the documents are submitted.

The REPS 1C should be submitted within the required time period irrespective of whether the soil samples and amended plan are available.
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