1st June 2004

Circular No. 08/04

To all approved REPS Planning Agencies

The new REPS Scheme (REPS 3) is being introduced with effect from 1st June 2004. Documentation for the new Scheme has been published on the Department’s WEB site (http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/index.jsp?file=areasofi/reps3/reps3.xml). The documents are being sent to the printers and will be available in local AES offices.

The following arrangements have been put in place for dealing with existing REPS 2 participants, applicants where plans have been lodged and not approved, and for new applicants that wish to join REPS 3.

Existing REPS 2 clients with anniversary dates on or after 1st June 2004

Clients with an anniversary date from 1 June 2004 will have the option to transform their existing REPS 2 contract to a REPS 3 contract. The Department will issue a letter with the annual REPS 1C 2000 form explaining the options available. 

The participant will have the option of remaining in his existing REPS 2 contract and continue to be paid at the existing payment rates for the remainder of the contract

Or

The participant will have the option to transform their existing REPS 2 contract into a new 5-year contract under REPS 3 and avail of the new payment rates. An undertaking (REPS 3 DEC) together with a document outlining the additional biodiversity measures (REPS 3 2X) will have to be submitted to the local AES office within the timeframe specified on the REPS 3 DEC. The new 5-year contract will be awarded from the anniversary date. There is also a requirement to have a full REPS 3 agri-environmental plan prepared and submitted by a specified date. This date will be specified on the REPS 3 DEC.

Clients with leased land that opt to transform must ensure that the lease will cover the full period of the new 5-year contract. 

Existing REPS 2 clients with anniversary dates of 1st March 2004, 1st April 2004 or 1st May 2004 or that were approved with commencement dates of 1st March 2004, 1st April 2004,

1st May 2004 or 1st June 2004

Clients in this category will have the option to transform their existing REPS 2 contract to a REPS 3 contract. The Department will write to these clients explaining the options available. The participant will have the option of remaining in his existing REPS 2 contract and continue to be paid at the existing payment rates for the remainder of the contract

Or

The participant will have the option to transform the existing REPS 2 contract into a new 5-year contract under REPS 3 and avail of the new payment rates. An undertaking (REPS 3 DEC) together with a document outlining the additional biodiversity measures (REPS 3 2X) will have to be submitted to the local AES office within the timeframe specified on the REPS 3 DEC. The new 5-year contract will be awarded from the anniversary date. There is also a requirement to have a full REPS 3 agri-environmental plan prepared and submitted by a specified date. This date will be specified on the REPS 3 DEC.

Clients with leased land that opt to transform must ensure that the lease will cover the full period of the new 5-year contract.

Applications lodged in local AES offices prior to 31st May 2004 that have not been approved.

These applications will be processed in the local AES office in the normal manner and will be approved and paid under REPS 2 if the application is in order. The Department will write to these participants at a later date advising them that they have a choice of remaining in REPS 2 at the REPS 2 payment rates or transforming to REPS 3 by completing a REPS 3 2X undertaking two of the additional Biodiversity options and availing of the new payment rates.

Applications lodged in local AES offices between 1st June and 30th June 2004. 

As an interim measure, applications lodged with the Department between 1 June and 30 June 2004 using the REPS 2 documentation will be processed as REPS 3 applications but the applicants and their planners must complete a REPS 3 2X which will detail the two additional biodiversity options that will be undertaken to avail of REPS 3.

Applications lodged in local AES offices after 30th June 2004.

Applications must be prepared to REPS 3 specifications and Scheme Terms and Conditions. Applications must be lodged with a complete REPS 3 agri-environmental Plan and REPS 3 application form.

REPS 2 participants requiring amended plans

Where an amended plan is required, and the participant does not want to transform to REPS 3, the plan must be amended to the REPS 2 specification and associated circulars.
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