INCORPORATION OF SUGAR BEET COMPENSATION IN THE SINGLE PAYMENT SCHEME

Statement of Sugar Beet contracted quantities
A chara

The EU Council of Ministers agreed on the Reform of the Sugar Regime in late 2005. The EU Council subsequently adopted Regulations governing the implementation of the Reform in February 2006, including the incorporation of the sugar beet compensation in the Single Payment Scheme. Please note that this deals solely with the compensation to be incorporated in the Single Payment Scheme and not to any of the other measures of the compensation package for the Reform of the Sugar Regime.

The Single Payment Scheme entitlements and compensation have been calculated in accordance with the decision of the Minister, that is, on the basis of the average contracted quantity which you had with Irish Sugar Ltd in the 2001, 2002 and 2004 reference period. The Department of Agriculture and Food has already written to all sugar bet growers in relation to the number of hectares used for sugar beet production during the reference period in order to establish the number of entitlements for each grower.

This letter deals with the establishment of the average contracted quantity for the reference period in order to calculate the amount of the sugar beet compensation for incorporation in the Single Payment Scheme for each individual grower.

Based on the information available to the Department at this time, the following are details of the contracted quantity (in tonnes) for each of the three-reference years;

	2001                                    Tonnes

2002

2004


The contracted quantities as illustrated in the above table are the revised figures following the processing of applications submitted by you to have the entitlements/contracted quantities amalgamated or divided. 

You are advised to examine this information carefully to ensure that it is accurate.

If you have any comments or queries, please insert them in form SPS/33/SBEET (copy attached) and return the completed form to The Single Payment Unit (Sugar Beet Section), Department of Agriculture and Food, Old Abeyleix Road, Portlaoise, Co Laois without delay and, in any event, by 18 August 2006.  
Force majeure or exceptional circumstances

As stated above, the compensation is calculated on the basis of the average contracted quantity with Irish Sugar Ltd across the 3 reference years. Farmers whose production was adversely affected, and, therefore, whose contracted quantities were affected during one or more of the three reference years because of reasons of force majeure or exceptional circumstances are entitled to request that his or her compensation be calculated on the basis of the year or years not affected by force majeure or exceptional circumstances. If the contracted quantity was affected during all of the reference years 2001, 2002 and 2004 then the compensation will be calculated based on the sugar beet contracted quantity in 2000. Force majeure could involve, for example, the death of the farmer or long-term incapacity of the farmer or a severe natural disaster affecting the farmer’s agricultural lands. Application forms (Ref: SPS/22/FMSB) are available on the Department’s website or from the Single Payment Unit in Portlaoise (telephone number 057 – 86……...). The closing date for the receipt of applications is 18 August 2006. 

New entrants to farming in the Reference period

Farmers who commenced farming for the first time in 2003/2004 and who did not have any agricultural activity in their own right, or did not have control of a legal entity exercising an agricultural activity in the five years preceding the start of their new agricultural activity, may apply to have their sugar beet entitlements based on the average of the years they were farming during the reference period. Forms for the purpose of applying for the new entrants measure are available on request. Application forms (Ref: SPS/35/SBNE) are available on the Department’s website or from the Single Payment Unit in Portlaoise (telephone number 057 – 86……...). The closing date for the receipt of applications is 18 August 2006. 

New entrants who commenced farming in 2002 and had their existing Single Payment entitlements based on 2002 will have their contracted quantities established automatically using the years 2002 and 2004. It is not necessary for such persons to re-apply for new entrants. 

Applicants who availed of the Private Contract Clause in 2005

Persons who transferred their existing Single Payment entitlements allocated to them in 2005 by way of Private Contract Clause (lease, rental agreement or sale of their lands) must submit form SPS/2005/PCC confirming that he/she is leasing, renting or selling the sugar beet entitlements with the land.  Both parties to the transfer of land and sugar beet entitlements must complete this application form.

Application forms (Ref: SPS/2005/PCC) are available on the Department’s website or from Single Payment Unit in Portlaoise (telephone number 057 – 86……...). The closing date for the receipt of applications is 18 August 2006.  

Applicants who had their Single Payment entitlements transferred to them by way of gift/inheritance

Persons who had their Single Payment entitlements transferred to them by way of gift/inheritance will have the contracted quantities and entitlements established by their successor automatically transferred to them. It is not necessary for such persons to re-apply for a transfer of the sugar beet entitlements. 

Entitlements in excess of lands owned and farmed

Some sugar beet growers, who have been farming the same lands since 2001 and may have established a greater number of sugar beet entitlements than the number of hectares they have farmed e.g. farmers, who availed of additional quota under the 2001 Restructuring Scheme for Sugar Beet quota. In these circumstances, the number of additional sugar beet entitlements will be restricted to the number of hectares they farmed provided they have not sold or rented out any of the lands they farmed during the reference period and the value per entitlement will be increased accordingly. Farmers who consider that these circumstances apply to them should submit the relevant application form SPS/34/SBEET (copy attached) and return the completed form to The Single Payment Unit (Sugar Beet Section), Department of Agriculture and Food, Old Abeyleix Road, Portlaoise, Co Laois without delay and, in any event, by 18 August 2006.

Mise le meas

Patrick Evans

Single Payment Unit


PTO 


