Clogherhead Fishermans Organisation.

C/O.  Harbour Road,

          Clogherhead,

          Co.Louth.

          Tel. 041/9822830.

           Mob.087/6784912.

  E-Mail.padraigrath@eircom.net                                                                                                          

Ms. Vera Byrne,

Sea Fisheries Division,

Department of Marine,

Lesson Lane.

Dublin 2.

29th September 2003.
Dear Sirs,

We wish to place in writing our objections to the Department’s new licensing proposals to grant state aid to vessels, which have broken the terms and conditions of the whitefish renewal programme. We also object to the fact that the Department of Marine is attempting to clear up the “tonnage” problem in the eyes of Europe, to the detriment of one fishing sector vis-à-vis another.

1. Were there ever any RSW vessels permitted to fish on short-term licences or temporary licences, when they first entered the fleet?

2. How much tonnage is required to legalise the Pelagic RSW fleet?

3. When various RSW vessels were lengthened, did they provide all extra capacity or was additional capacity deemed safe tonnage?

4. When proposal stated that RSW pelagic sector was under European reference levels, had it taken into account, the amount of tonnage that they were short, i.e. safety tonnage? Had it taken into the “Atlantic Dawn” tonnage?

5. Have any vessels which are in effect “pelagic”, been grant aided under the whitefish renewal programme?

6. If /when these “bulk storage capacity” boats are allowed into the fleet, is it the object of the proposal to prohibit dry hold boats from participating in herring/mackerel fishing i.e. Celtic sea in the future?

We would appreciate a reply in writing to the above questions

Yours truly,

P Rath

Secretary

