To:
Registrar General of fishing boats, Licensing Authority

From:
Minister for Communications Marine and Natural Resources

Policy Directive 1/2003

A policy directive in relation to sea-fishing boat licensing in respect of fishing boats in the Specific and Aquaculture segments of the Irish fishing fleet is issued as follows:

1. Full-time Aquaculture service vessels, including vessels which target mussel seed, are exempt from the 1:1 replacement capacity requirement. All applications for new vessels in this segment must comply with strict criteria, as currently laid down.

2. The 1:1 replacement capacity requirement in terms of GT and kW will apply to the specific segment of the fleet.

3. Segmentation must be fully respected – the replacement capacity must be taken out of the segment of the fleet into which the vessel is being introduced.

4. In future, capacity taken off the Fishing Boat Register must be re-introduced onto the Sea Fishing Boat Register within 2 years of its removal from the fleet register, otherwise the entitlement will be lost to its owner. The two year rule will also apply to all existing “off register” capacity from 1/1/04.

5. The replacement tonnage requirements as set out in this policy must be met by way of gross tonnes for all vessels of all sizes.
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