Sea Fishing Boat Licensing Policy – Policy Directive 1/2006

Objective and Reasons for Policy Directive 1/2006

Legal Basis

The Minister is empowered, under Section 3 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003, to give written policy directives to the independent Licensing Authority established under the Act. 

Reasons for Policy Directive 1/2006

This Policy Directive provides for the replacement of Sections A, C  and D of Policy Directive 2 of 2003, as amended, an addition to Section F of Policy Directive 2/2003 and the replacement of Section A and B of Policy Directive 3 of 2004.  The Policy Directive addresses two matters. 

Firstly it addresses the need to avoid the transfer of capacity into the sectors of the fleet being targeted under the decommissioning schemes 2005 –2007 by re-segmenting the existing polyvalent and specific segments of the fleet as follows: 

· The segmentation of the polyvalent vessels (excluding the already ring-fenced potting sub-segment and the vessels with pelagic wet storage capacity) into two size categories, vessels less than 18 metres in length overall and vessels of 18 metres in length overall and greater.  

· The ring-fencing of the scallop fleet within the specific segment and the polyvalent segment of the fleet. The ring-fenced scallop fleet will comprise of vessels that have carried out a scallop targeted fishing activity for at least 50 days at sea in the two and a half years to 30 June 2005.

Secondly, the Directive continues the moratorium on active pelagic track record to cover 2005.

Sea Fishing Boat Licensing Policy

To:

Registrar General

From: 
Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources

Policy Directive 1 of 2006

A policy directive under Section 3(2)(b) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003 is issued which provides for the replacement of Sections A, C and D, of Policy Directive 2 of 2003, as amended with the following provisions. 

A
The Irish fleet will comprise a polyvalent segment, a refrigerated sea water (RSW) pelagic segment, a beamer segment, a specific segment and an aquaculture segment. 

The polyvalent segment will be broken into five sub-segments (i) the potting sub-segment, (ii) vessels with pelagic wet storage capacity (tanks) (iii) vessels equal to or more than 10 metres in overall length that carried out scallop  fishing activity1 for at least 50 days at sea in the two and a half years to 30 June 2005, as verified by records held by the Department – the “scallop sub segment”, (iv) other polyvalent vessels less than 18 meters in length overall (v) other polyvalent vessels equal to or greater than 18 meters in length overall.   

The specific segment will be broken into two sub-segments, a scallop sub-segment and a general sub-segment. The scallop sub-segment will consist of vessels equal to or more than 10 metres in overall length that have carried out scallop fishing activity1 for at least 50 days at sea in the two and a half years to 30 June 2005, as verified by records held by the Department. 

Other than as provided for in Policy Directive 2/2003, as amended and as provided for hereunder, the transfer of capacity between segments and between sub-segments of the fleet will be prohibited.

C
The 1:1 replacement capacity requirement in terms of GT and kW will remain in place other than in the limited cases specified under the terms of Policy Directive 2/2003, as amended.  This policy will also apply to the polyvalent sub-segments, other than as provided for in paragraph L of Policy Directive 2/2003, and specific sub-segments of the fleet.  

D
Other than as specified in Policy Directive 2/2003, as amended and as provided for hereunder, segmentation must be fully respected - the replacement capacity must be taken out of the segment and sub-segment of the fleet into which the vessel is being introduced. 

Transitional arrangements

· All sea-fishing boat licence applications received and licence offers made before the date of this Policy Directive shall be handled in accordance with pre-existing replacement capacity policy. 

· New applications for a sea–fishing boat licence which are received on or after the date of this Policy Directive shall not be granted a licence unless 100% of the replacement capacity required in both GT and kW terms is sourced from the appropriate sub-segment.

· If an applicant has not sourced 100% of the replacement capacity required when the licence offer expires in any of the situations set out above and the licensing authority grants an extension to the licence offer, the terms of licensing policy as set out at A and C above will apply in respect of any shortfall in replacement capacity at the time the first licence offer expires.

The  policy directive provides for the following addition to  Section F of Policy Directive 2 of 2003:

F.1
Within the scallop sub segment of the polyvalent segment and the scallop sub segment of the specific segment of the fleet, the capacity with the track record specified in Section A above, will be ring fenced.   Any future applications for licensing of vessels for scallop fishing activity1 shall only be considered by the Licensing Authority where this would lead to no increase in the overall capacity ring fenced in the scallop sub segments of the polyvalent segment and the scallop sub segment of the specific segment, as appropriate.

The Policy Directive also provides for the replacement of Sections A and B of Policy Directive 3 of 2004 with the following provisions
A
The moratorium on “active pelagic” track record, already in existence for the year 2004, will be extended in respect of the year 2005. The extension means that polyvalent boats, which did not fish for herring and/or mackerel between 2002 and 2005, will not be considered as having had a break in their active pelagic track record.
B
Polyvalent boat owners may have 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005 excluded from the determination of active pelagic fishing history for replacement capacity purposes. Polyvalent boat owners would also have the option to have any of these years included for the purposes of ‘active pelagic’ track record, subject to their having fished for a minimum period of 8 weeks in each of those years.

Pat the Cope Gallagher T.D., 

Minister of State at the Department of Communications, 

Marine and Natural Resources

31st   January 2006 

Footnote 1:  “scallop  fishing activity” means the use, on any particular occasion, of dredges resulting in the retention on board or landing of a quantity in kilograms live weight of scallop (pecten maximus)  greater than 80 per cent of the total quantity in kilograms live weight of all other marine organisms retained on board or landed on that occasion.
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