Sea Fishing Boat Licensing Policy – Policy Directive 2 /2004

Objectives and Reasons for Policy Directive 2/2004

Legal Basis

The Minister is empowered, under Section 3 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003, to give written policy directives to the independent Licensing Authority established under the Act.  

Overall Objective of New Policy

The objective of this Directive is to ensure that only fishing vessels entered on the Sea Fishing Boat Register and who hold an operative fishing boat licence are legally allowed to fish. 


Reasons for New Policy 

The European Commission requires that Member States ensure that only fishing boats on the Sea-Fishing Boat Register are legally allowed to fish on the basis that this is provided for within the legal framework of the Common Fisheries Policy.   In this regard, the Commission has specifically requested that the system for licensing and registration of fishing boats in Ireland be modified to ensure that fishing vessels are not granted operative fishing licences before being entered on the Fishing Boat Register.

Sea Fishing Boat Licensing Policy

To:
 
Registrar General

From:

Minister for Communications Marine and Natural Resources

Policy Directive 2/2004

A policy Directive under Section 3(2)(b) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003 in relation to sea fishing boat licensing policy is issued as set out below.

1) Sea Fishing Boat Licences granted by the Licensing Authority in respect of fishing boats shall be non- operate and shall not be valid for the purpose of fishing until the boat is entered onto the Sea Fishing Boat Register.  Such non-operative licences shall only be used for the purpose of registration of the vessel on the Sea Fishing Boat Register. 

2) In order to ensure transparency, non-operative licences referred to in paragraph 1 must be issued in such a format that they could not, in any circumstances, be construed as an operative fishing boat licence.  

3) A condition to the effect that any fishing activity constitutes an illegal act until such time as the licensed vessel has been registered on the Sea Fishing Boat Register shall also be inserted in the terms and conditions of such licences.

4) Immediately upon the successful completion of the registration process and inclusion of the vessel on the Sea Fishing Boat Register, a license to fish shall be re-issued to the licensee by the Licensing Authority. 

5) This Policy Directive shall enter into force 3 months from today’s date.

Dermot Ahern T.D.

Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources.

 21st June 2004

