Sea Fishing Boat Licensing Policy – Policy Directive 2/2005

Objectives and Reasons for Policy Directive 2/2005

Legal Basis

The Minister is empowered, under Section 3 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003, to give written policy directives to the independent Licensing Authority established under the Act.  

Reasons for  Policy Directive 2/2005 

This Policy Directive replaces Section H of Policy Directive 1/2005 of 25 January 2005.  It extends the time limit  for the withdrawal of the final 5% balance of KWs specified under Option (2) in Section H in respect of outstanding “safety tonnage” to 30 June 2006.  It also provides for  the application of the revised  phased withdrawal of capacity to vessels replacing vessels with outstanding “safety tonnage”.  This Policy Directive addresses the continued difficulties experienced in the market place by vessel owners in the sourcing of the necessary kilowattage from the polyvalent and beamer segments of the fleet.

Sea Fishing Boat Licensing Policy

To:
 
Registrar General

From:
Minister of State at the Department of Communications Marine and Natural Resources

Policy Directive 2/2005

A policy directive under Section 3(2)(b) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003 is issued which provides for the replacement of Section H of Policy Directive 1/2005 of 25 January amending Section H of Policy Directive 1/2004 of 22 March 2004, amending Policy Directive 2/2003 of 17 November 2003, with the  following provision.   

H. Replacement capacity which has not been provided by vessel owners in the RSW pelagic segment of the fleet in respect of works claimed as “safety tonnage” (in respect of certain vessels licensed during the Multi-Annual Guidance Programme IV) will be required to be provided by means of the removal of  “on” or “off” register polyvalent or beam trawl capacity on the basis of  2.2 polyvalent or beam trawl GTs + 9 kWs for 1 outstanding RSW pelagic segment GT.   

This capacity must be removed from the fleet on  a phased basis  as set out in either (1) or (2) below.

(1) In respect of GTs and kWs, at least 30% by 31 January 2004, at least 70% by 30 April 2004, and 100% by 30 September 2004, or  

(2) In respect of GTs, at least 30% by 31 January 2004 and 100% by 30 April 2004 and in respect of kWs at least 30% by 31 January 2004, at least 55% by 30 April 2004, at least 70% by 30 June 2004, at least 90% by 30 September 2004, at least 95% by 30 September  2005 and 100% by 30 June 2006.

Fishing boat licences may only be issued where the phased requirements as set out in (1) or (2) above are met.  Licences will only be granted for vessels replacing vessels with outstanding “safety tonnage” capacity when the outstanding replacement capacity has been provided in the manner set out above in respect of both the amount of capacity involved and the phasing of the provision of such capacity.  Vessel owners with outstanding “safety tonnage” capacity in respect of their existing vessels and who do not propose to introduce a replacement vessel may sell or otherwise transfer the capacity of their vessel to a third party on the basis that the outstanding “safety tonnage” debt is also transferred.   The new vessel owner will only be licensed subject, inter alia, to having provided full replacement capacity including outstanding “safety tonnage” in the manner set out above in respect of both the amount of capacity involved and the phasing of the provision of such capacity.     The sole situation in  which polyvalent or beam trawl replacement capacity may be used towards the licensing of a vessel in the RSW pelagic segment is where the vessel concerned is currently licensed and has outstanding replacement capacity and only in respect of the amount of that outstanding replacement capacity. If proceedings currently before the European Court of First Instance to annul Commission Decision 2003/245/EC of the 4th April 2003 are successful, any safety tonnage subsequently awarded to vessel owners as a result will be credited to those owners in the form of RSW pelagic segment tonnage.  The use of any such capacity awarded is subject to section E of Policy Directive 2/2003.
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