DETERMINATION OF SEA FISHING APPEAL UNDER SECTION 16 OF THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2003

APPELLANT:                          Arthur Hand, Ref: HAND/911/38.
DETERMINATION:                 The Appeal is allowed.
DOCUMENTATION:               Notice of Appeal dated the 06.08.04, copy original application and file, correspondence, Section 14 Notice and reply thereto enclosing reference from P.Ó. Mathúna of Iasc Uí Mathúna Teoranta and M.H. Browne of De Brún Iasc Teo.
REASONS FOR DECISION:   The Appellant was originally refused a licence on the grounds that he had failed to demonstrate a commercial sea fishing track record of by means of pots in the Irish Inshore Sector in any two of the five years prior to the 1st of January 2003 or to demonstrate a commercial sea fishing record in the Irish fishing industry by himself or his immediate family going back to 1990. 

An unsigned reference from Roland Baillieul of Aldridge, Duncannon, County Wexford is disregarded on the grounds that same is unsigned and undated.  The further references of the 9th of March 2005 from the companies referred to above are supportive of the Appellant’s claims that he has a track record in commercial fishing and that he has fished with pots in any two of the five years prior to the 1st of January 2003. 

Furthermore, I accept what the Appellant states in his licence application form with regard to the family fishing record and take on board what Michael O’Neill of Cohmarchunann Gleamaigh Chorca Dhuibhne states in relation to the Appellant’s membership of same. 

In the circumstances the Appeal is allowed. 
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Dated this 14th day of March 2005
