DETERMINATION OF SEA FISHING APPEAL UNDER SECTION 16 OF THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2003

APPELLANT:                         Daniel Healy, Ref No: 1035.

DETERMINATION:                 The Appeal is refused.
DOCUMENTATION:               Notice of Appeal dated the 12.08.04, copy original application and Department file, correspondence from Appellant and correspondence from Registrar General of Fishing Boats, Section 14 Notice and letter from the Appellant dated 02.02.05.    
REASONS FOR DECISION:   The Appellant was originally refused a licence for failing to demonstrate a commercial sea fishing record by means of pots in any two of the five years prior to the 1st of January 2003. 

The Appellant provided no references, receipts of documentation with his Notice of Appeal. In his Statutory Declaration of 24.02.04 the Appellant gives no dates regarding his fishing record. The reference furnished from Glenmar Shellfish Limited of 17.02.04 is vague. The Appellant states by letter dated 13.06.05 that the “Mary John” had been out of pot fishing for some years at that time. In a further letter of 02.02.05 the Appellant stated that the “Mary John” had been commercial sea fishing for lobster and crab since July 2003. The Appellant was afforded an opportunity to furnish further documentation to prove his track record in commercial sea fishing by means of pots on foot of a Section 14 Notice dated 21.02.05.

A letter from Bernie O’Shea of Cooked Shellfish Limited is similarly vague. It is of note that in none of the three letters written by the Appellant (13.06.03, 30.11.04 and 02.02.05) or his Statutory Declaration does he deal with his commercial fishing track record going back any two of the five years prior to the 1st of January 2003.  Part B of the Licence Application form has not been completed which deals with track record. I am not satisfied the Appellant has demonstrated a track record of fishing by means of pots commercially in any two of the five years prior to the 1st of January 2003 and accordingly the Appeal must be refused. 

In the circumstances the Appeal is refused. 
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