DETERMINATION OF SEA FISHING APPEAL UNDER SECTION 16 OF THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2003

APPELLANT:                          Eamonn Leonard, Ref No. 1203.

DETERMINATION:                 The Appeal is allowed.
DOCUMENTATION:               Notice of Appeal dated 21.07.04 together with accompanying documentation, copy initial application and Departmental file, further correspondence, Section 14 Notice and reply. 

On the basis of the information furnished on foot of the Section 14 Notice, I am prepared to determine the Appeal without the necessity of an oral hearing. 

REASONS FOR DECISION:   The Appellant was originally refused a licence for failing to apply for same in a timely fashion, on or before the 18th of June 2003. Notwithstanding the lateness of the application I am prepared to consider same on the merits as I accept the explanation offered by his sister in that regard.

The Appellant meets the eligibility criteria under the Scheme with regard to track record in fishing and in particular, fishing with pots. The vessel “Clionas Wave” is 28.5 ft in length and was acquired in July 2002. Its Gross Registered Tonnage is 4.94 with Registered Tonnage of 2.72. 

The Appellant’s earlier vessel the “Diane Olivia” was approximately 25 ft in length (7.62 metres) with GRT of 2.69 tonnes. The replacement vessel is approximately 3.5 ft longer with an increase in tonnage of 2.25. The vessel is of a similar length and I am prepared to consider the tonnage similar in the overall context of the Scheme and the limits imposed thereby.  

The Appeal is allowed. 
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