DETERMINATION OF SEA FISHING APPEAL UNDER SECTION 16 OF THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2003

APPELLANT:
                        JAMES SWEENEY, REFERENCE NO: 423.
DETERMINATION:                 THE APPEAL IS REFUSED.
DOCUMENTATION:               NOTICE OF APPEAL DATED 05.08.04 TOGETHER WITH ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION, ORIGINAL APPLICATION AND FILE, FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE.

REASONS FOR DECISION:   THE APPELLANT WAS ORIGINALLY REFUSED A LICENCE ON THE BASIS THAT HE DID NOT SATISFY THE CRITERIA THAT “AN APPLICANT MUST NOT HAVE OR HAVE HAD A FISHING BOAT LICENSED OR REGISTERED ON THE IRISH FISHING BOAT REGISTER SINCE JANUARY 1990, OTHER THAN IN THE SPECIFIC SEGMENT”. 

THE APPELLANT PREVIOUSLY WAS AN OWNER OF A BOAT “THE ST. COLMCILLE” WHICH WAS REGISTERED IN A SEGMENT OTHER THAN THE AQUACULTURE SEGMENT OF THE IRISH FISHING FLEET. THIS REGISTRATION WAS TERMINATED ON THE 30TH OF MARCH 1998.

ACCORDINGLY, THE APPELLANT DOES NOT SATISFY THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA UNDER THE SCHEME FOR LICENSING OF TRADITIONAL POT FISHING BOATS IN THE IRISH INSHORE FLEET. 

IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, I HAVE NO DISCRETION IN THE MATTER AND MUST REFUSE THE APPEAL.
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