DETERMINATION OF SEA FISHING APPEAL UNDER SECTION 16 OF THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2003

APPELLANT:
                        Kathleen Lydon, Reference No: 968.
DETERMINATION:                 The appeal is refused.
DOCUMENTATION:               Notice of appeal dated 05.08.04 together with attached unsigned receipt addressed to the applicant at an alternative address, copy initial application and file, section 14 notice and resopnse thereto dated 04.02.05 including letter from McDonagh Redsail Limited together with copy receipts for the years 2004, 2003 and 2002, letter from the Department 18.01.05.

REASONS FOR DECISION:   The appellant was originally refused a licence for failing to demonstrate a track record of commercial sea fishing by means of pots in any two of the five years prior to the 1st of january 2003 and failure to demonstrate a commercial sea fishing record in the irish fishing industry by herself or her family going back to 1990.

The appellant produced an unsigned letter accompanying her notice of appeal stating that she had supplied shellfish to McDonagh Redsail Limited. The additional information furnished on foot of a section 14 (1) notice furnishes documentation which shows sales by Sean Lydon to McDonagh Redsail Limited for the years 2004, 2003 and one date of the 11th of October 2002. The said documentation does not show that Kathleen Lydon sold any shellfish in the recquisite period i.e. any two years prior to the 1st of january 2003.

At this stage, i am not in possession of any documentation which demonstrates a track record of commercial sea fishing by means of pots by the appellant herself in any two of the five years prior to the 1st of January 2003 or a commercial sea fishing record by herself or her family going back to 1990. 

Furthermore, it appears that the vessel “Glor na Mara” which is the subject of this application was licensed and registered in the polyvalent segment in the name of Sean Lydon Dubhithir, Carna, County Galway in October 1999. this would appear to be the appellant’s husband. The appellant cannot seek to use receipts in the name of her husband Sean Lydon to support her contention that she has been active in pot fishing commercially for the last number of years when her husband is obviously precluded from making this application, by virtue of the fact that he previously owned a boat which was registered in a segment other than the aquaculture segment of the Irish fishing fleet. 

In the circumstances, the appeal is refused.
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