DETERMINATION OF SEA FISHING APPEAL UNDER SECTION 16 OF THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2003

APPELLANT:                         Michael Patten, Ref: PATT/382/32.
DETERMINATION:                 The Appeal is allowed.
DOCUMENTATION:               Notice of Appeal dated the 09.08.04 with accompanying documentation, copy original application and file, correspondence, Section 14 Notice and reply thereto, references from John Gallagher of Comharchummann Forbartha Iascairi Iarthar Mhuigheo Teo and from Carrowholly Shellfish Limited. 
REASONS FOR DECISION:   The Appellant was originally refused a licence as he had failed to demonstrate a sufficient track record of commercial sea fishing by means of pots in the Irish Inshore Sector in any two of the five years prior to the 1st of January 2003. 

Having considered the original reference from Carrowholly Shellfish Limited dated 06.06.03 and the further reference from the said company dated 28.02.05 and the grounds of Appeal set out by the Appellant in the Notice of Appeal, I am satisfied that the Appellant has been fishing commercially by means of pots in any two of the five years prior to the 1st of January 2003. The reference from Comharchummann Forbartha Iascairi Iarthar Mhuigheo Teo confirms that the Appellant’s family has a long tradition of fishing.

In the circumstances the Appeal is allowed. 
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APPEALS OFFICER
THE LAW LIBRARY

FOUR COURTS

DUBLIN 7

Dated this 14th day of March 2005
