DETERMINATION OF SEA FISHING APPEAL UNDER SECTION 16 OF THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2003

APPELLANT:                          Patrick Flaherty, Ref No: 1199.

DETERMINATION:                 The Appeal is refused.
DOCUMENTATION:               Notice of Appeal dated the 06.08.04 together with accompanying documentation, copy original application and Department file, correspondence, Section 14 Notice and reply dated 08.01.05., further letter and reply dated 02.03.05.
REASONS FOR DECISION:   The Appellant was initially refused as he had not submitted his application on or before the 18th of June 2003. Notwithstanding the lateness of his application I am prepared to consider the Appeal on the merits.  

The Appellant furnished a short statement with his Notice of Appeal. The Appellant furnished no documentation to support his claims of having a track record of fishing commercially by means of pots for the requisite period or family record in fishing. 

On foot of an inquiry by way of Section 14 Notice the Appellant furnished an Affidavit which states that the Appellant “owned [his] boat…since March 2004”. Therefore the Appellant did not own same as required under the Scheme as of the 18th of June 2003, the closing date for application. While I am prepared to consider the application, notwithstanding the lateness of same I must apply the criteria which governed eligibility for the Scheme as of the closing date. 

In the circumstances I must refuse the Appeal. 
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Dated this 22nd day of March 2005

