DETERMINATION OF SEA FISHING APPEAL UNDER SECTION 16 OF THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2003

APPELLANT:                          Sean O’Cinneide, Ref No: 688.

DETERMINATION:                 The Appeal is refused.
DOCUMENTATION:               Notice of Appeal dated 03.08.04 with accompanying documentation, copy original application and Departmental file, Section 14 Notice and reply received 18.03.05.
REASONS FOR DECISION:   The Appellant was originally refused a licence as the application did not satisfy the criteria which required him to demonstrate his track record in commercial sea fishing by means of pots in any two of the five years prior to the 1st of January 2003 and his track record or that of his family going back to 1990. Furthermore the Licensing Authority did not have confirmation that the Appellant was not working full time outside the fishing industry. 

The Appellant furnished no further documentation on filing his Appeal to demonstrate his track record as a pot fisherman on a commercial basis. Despite a letter dated 28.10.04 and a Section 14 Notice dated 21.02.05 the Appellant has not furnished any further documentation to support his claims to operate as a pot fisherman. The two references furnished to the Licensing Authority are vague. No receipts at all have been furnished.   

In response to queries in the Section 14 Notice regarding the track record of the Appellant and/or his family in fishing going back to 1990, the Appellant furnished identical documentation to that furnished with original Appeal. This documentation shows his father’s involvement going back to 1998. The insurance policy from 1971 and the Certificate of Registration from 1983 do not assist. 

Part B of the initial application form relating to fishing history as completed by the Appellant dates back to 1997 only.  

I am not satisfied on the basis of the documentation furnished that the Appellant has demonstrated the required track record of fishing with pots commercially or of family track record. 

The Appeal is refused. 
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Dated this 22nd day of March 2005

