DETERMINATION OF SEA FISHING APPEAL UNDER SECTION 16 OF THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2003

APPELLANT:                          Stiofan Seoighe Ref No. 137.

DETERMINATION:                 The Appeal is refused.
DOCUMENTATION:               Notice of Appeal dated 04.08.04 with accompanying documentation, copy original application and Departmental file, Section 14 Notice to which no reply was received and correspondence from Appeals Officer.  

REASONS FOR DECISION:   The Appellant was initially refused a licence on the basis that he failed to demonstrate the necessary track record of fishing commercially with pots and family record.  

The Appellant furnished no further documentation to demonstrate track record with his Notice of Appeal or on foot of a Section 14 Notice. The Appellant furnished a very brief two paragraph Affidavit sworn on 05.08.04. This Affidavit does not state that the Appellant fished commercially with pots for the requisite period.  

The receipts furnished with the initial application are unsatisfactory. The receipts from Ard Einne do not date back for two years prior to the 1st of January 2003. The receipts from Grace Flaherty number two only and are not sufficient to demonstrate the requisite track record. 

I have less difficulty in accepting that the family of the Appellant and in particular his Uncle have been involved in fishing. 

However as both criteria are not fulfilled the Appeal must be refused.
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Dated this 22nd day of March 2005
