DETERMINATION OF THE SEA FISHING APPEAL UNDER SECTION 16 OF THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2003

APPELLANT:                          Val Feeney, Ref No. 386.

DETERMINATION:                 The Appeal is refused 

DOCUMENTATION:       
Notice of Appeal dated the 4th of August 2004 with accompanying documentation including a letter from Stiofan de Burca dated the 5th of August 2004, copy initial application and Department file, correspondence resting with letter of the 27th April 2006 seeking information pursuant to Section 14 of the 2003 Act.   

   REASONS FOR DECISION: The Appellant was originally refused a licence for failing to demonstrate the necessary track record in commercial sea fishing by means of pots in any two of the five years prior to the 1st of January 2003 and for failure to demonstrate a commercial sea fishing record in the Irish Fishing Industry by the Applicant or his immediate family going back to 1990. 

Furthermore, it is believed that the Appellant is employed full time outside of the fishing industry.


The Appellant furnished a Notice of Appeal and attached a letter indicating that receipts would be forthcoming as soon as same were to hand.    No such receipts have been received.    The Notice of Appeal also indicated that receipts would be furnished evidencing sales.  No such receipts have been furnished.    


A letter was sent requesting observations on the Department file dated the 12th December 2005.  No reply was received.   A letter was sent seeking information pursuant to Section 14 of the 2003 Act dated the 27th April 2006.   No such information has been forthcoming. 


While Stiofan de Burca has furnished a letter seeing out his beliefs with regard to the Appellant’s employment status and his involvement in the fishing industry, without documentation proof, I cannot conclude that the Appellant satisfies the criteria set out under the scheme.    


Accordingly, the Appeal is refused. 
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