Proposal for consultation 

Polyvalent segment mackerel management and licensing conditions

Quota management
•
The mackerel quota available for the polyvalent segment of the fleet will be set at 13% of the national annual quota.  

•
There will be 4 categories of polyvalent vessels permitted to land mackerel under the proposed new quota management system.

•
Polyvalent mackerel quota will be managed involving individual allocations to Tier 1 and Tier 2 vessels.  Under 18m vessels in overall length who are not in Tier 1 or Tier 2 will have access to a bi-monthly general boat allocation for mackerel for trawl vessels during the spring and autumn.   A quota provision will be made for a hook and line fishery for under 15m vessels.

•
Track record will determine the allocation of Mackerel quota as set out below.  It will be based on track record from the two best years 2007, 2008, 2009.

•
Vessels which will qualify to be allocated an individual allocation of mackerel  will be established based on having caught more than 35% of the mackerel allocated to them in an average of 2 of the reference years.  

•
The Tier 1 vessels will be determined as those which landed more than an average of 275 tonnes per year using trawls.   These vessels will be allocated 72.5% of the polyvalent mackerel quota.  Each vessel will receive an equal distribution of the allocation.  The Department’s data indicate that 14 vessels fall into this category.  

•
The  Tier 2 vessels will be determined as those which landed more than an average of  25 tonnes of mackerel per year using trawls. These vessels will be allocated 25% of the polyvalent mackerel quota.  Each vessel will receive an equal distribution of the allocation The Department’s data indicate that 13 vessels   fall into this category.

•
The percentage breakdown between Tier 1, Tier 2 and the Under 18m without a specified track record is based on the average landings by vessels in those categories in the past three years (adjusted to actual number of years fished if less, during the period)

•
Vessels under 18m in overall length without a track record as specified below in mackerel fishing, using trawls, will have access to a bi-monthly boat catch limit during spring (Jan to April) and autumn (Oct to Dec), subject to availability of the quota set aside for this category.  The allocation % will be  set at 2.5% of the polyvalent allocation.

•
Hook and line fishery for vessels under  15m  in overall length will continue to be allocated  400 tonnes under current arrangements.  The 400 tonnes is taken off the top of the quota before the polyvalent / RSW Pelagic segment split is determined.

For vessels in Tier 1 and 2 it  is proposed that allocations will be made as a single annual allocation from 1st January to 30th November. Of this allocation, a  maximum  amount, to be determined each year, will be set for the spring fishery.     At the end of this period, any uncaught quota in the polyvalent allocation will be  determined and reallocated to all vessels within the Tier.   

Vessels which were introduced into the fleet using capacity which was “off register” for some of the years 2007 – 2009, will be permitted to use the most recent  track record of the capacity introduced to determine its placement in the tiers.  

Vessel owners qualifying under Tier 1 or Tier 2 or who consider that they should qualify will be given details of the track record used in respect of this proposal, where requested.

Licensing Policy

•
The capacity of vessels with a track record in mackerel fishing in the polyvalent segment of the fleet will be ring fenced for the purposes of access to allocation of mackerel.  For vessels to retain access to the allocation of mackerel in their allocated tier, they must use 100% replacement capacity from the tier in which they are allocated or a higher tier.  

•
In the event that replacement capacity is used from a lower tier, the allocation of mackerel to the vessel will be based on the allocation to the lower tier.  

•
In the event that capacity without the specified track record (set out earlier) is used, the vessel will not get any allocation of mackerel.

•
Following the establishment of Tier 1 and Tier 2, the total number of units (vessels)  in both categories in receipt of a mackerel allocation will be fixed going forward (in a similar way to that applied in the RSW Pelagic segment).   The introduction of replacement vessels can not result in an increase in the number of units in either Tier.  In the event that two vessels replace an existing vessel in either Tier, the mackerel allocation will be made available to only 1 vessel.  The vessel which will be allocated the mackerel allocation will be determined by the owner of the capacity of the vessel being replaced.  In these circumstances, the Sea Fisheries Boat Licensing Authority shall be notified at the time of licensing of the replacement vessel, the vessel which will qualify as a Tier 1 or Tier 2 vessel, as appropriate.
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