NORTHERN ALBACORE TUNA QUOTA APPLICATIONS

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food invites applications from the owners of Irish registered fishing vessels, who wish to fish the 2010 Irish Northern Albacore Tuna quota. The relevant Irish quota is 4,355 tonnes.

Fishermen wishing to participate in this fishery should contact Ms Catherine Cronin, Seafood Policy & Development, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, Clogheen, Clonakilty, Co. Cork for application forms or e-mail Catherine.Cronin@agriculture.gov.ie.  Alternatively, application forms can be downloaded from the Department’s website at 

http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/fisheries/seafoodpolicydevelopment/formsandinformationnotes/ 

Strict criteria in relation to vessel type, size, catch history and suitability to operate in this fishery will again be applied in the consideration of applications.  Vessels which were granted an authorisation to fish for Albacore Tuna in 2009 and did not actively participate in the fishery may be precluded from obtaining an authorisation in 2010.  

In the event that the number of applications received exceeds the number of licences available, a selection process will be used taking into account the criteria referred to above.  

The closing date for receipt of completed applications is 12 noon on Friday 30TH April 2010.

