MEAT HYGIENE SECTION 

TRADER NOTICE REF MHS 1/2006 

Subject: Specified Risk Material in Cattle Under 24 Months of Age

[This notice repeals VPN 6A/2002 and VPN 10/2005. It should be read in conjunction with VPN 6/2002 VPN 11/2002 and VPN 13/2003]

To the Management at Meat Processing Establishments

Background  

Commission Regulation 1974/2005
 amends Annexes X and XI of EC Regulation No. 999/2001
 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards specified risk material (SRM).

The Regulation provides for the placing on the market of beef in carcase form (bone in) from animals at 24 months or less, in which the vertebral column is 

(a) not defined as SRM, and

(b) which is not required to be removed.

Commission Regulation 1974/2005/EC makes specific provision for the placing on the market of beef in carcase form from animals 24 months or less:

· The vertebral column is not required to be removed,

· The bone in beef must be identified by carcase labels, which in addition to other label requirements, are clearly identified by the inclusion of a blue stripe.

Specified Risk Material (SRM)

The designation of SRM is set out below for bovines. 

Bovines Over 12 Months of Age.

The following tissues are designated as specified risk materials from bovine animals over 12 months of age

(i) The skull, excluding the mandible
 and including the brain and eyes
(ii) The spinal cord.

Bovines Over 24 Months of Age

In addition to points (i) and (ii) above the vertebral column excluding the vertebrae of the tail, the spinous and transverse processes of the cervical, thoracic and lumbar vertebrae, and the median sacral crest and wings of the sacrum, but including the dorsal root ganglia.

Note : this wording differs from the previous wording that defined vertebral column for over 12m bovines as SRM. The main changes in wording are highlighted. 
All Bovines

The following tissues are designated as specified risk materials from bovine animals of all ages

(i) The intestines from the duodenum to the rectum 

(ii) The mesentery  

(iii) The tonsils 

Vertebral Column

When removal of the vertebral column is not required, carcases or wholesale cuts of carcases of bovine animals containing vertebral column, shall be identified by a blue stripe on the label. The label shall be applied in the first instance at the point of weighing in the slaughterhall. 

Dispatch of Bovine Carcases.

A specific indication of the number of bovine carcases or wholesale cuts of carcases, from which removal of the vertebral column is required and from which removal of the vertebral column is not required, shall be added to the commercial document by plant management. Where carcase consignments are being checked and recorded on the ‘Loading Out Schedule’ by plant management for the absence of SRM, this checksheet may be modified to highlight those carcases from which removal of the vertebral column is not required i.e. under 24 months old. On receipt by an approved plant, these commercial documents must be kept for at least 3 years (Regulation 7 of S.I. No. 910 of 2005). 

Member States may decide to allow dispatch of heads or of unsplit carcases containing specified risk material to another Member State after that other Member State has agreed to receive the material and has approved the specific dispatching conditions applicable to such transport.

However, the Regulation states that carcases, half carcases or half carcases cut into no more than three wholesale cuts, and quarters containing no specified risk material other than vertebral column, including dorsal root ganglia, may be imported from a third country into a Member State, or dispatched to another Member State without the latter’s prior agreement.

Exports outside the Community of heads and fresh meat of bovine, ovine or caprine animals containing SRM is prohibited. 

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP). 

In order to ensure compliance with the requirements of the Commission Regulation the following measures must be implemented:

Plant management must amend the Standard Operating Procedure to take account of the changes of SRM, to include

1. At the weighing scales the half carcases will be labelled with a label bearing a blue stripe, and the carcase numbers recorded and identified as 24 months or less, on the plant ‘kill sheets’.

2. At despatch, plant management must ensure a system is in place to allow for verification of the identity of meat from over 24 month cattle, and ensure that the number of bovine carcases or wholesale cuts of carcases, from which removal of the vertebral column is required and from which removal of the vertebral column is not required, shall be added to the commercial document by plant management.

3. Where boning of over 24 month bovines takes place in a meat establishment, a clear system of segregation of vertebral column from the boning of over 24m carcases and under 24m carcases must be put in place unless all vertebral column from that meat establishment is designated as SRM. 

Bone in Meat (e.g. T Bone Steaks, bone in loin)
Where wholesale packs from under 24 month bovines are produced in a boning hall (e.g. T bone steaks) the meat establishment should put labelling and traceability
 measures in place to indicate on the labelling and commercial documents that the origin of the meat is from bovines under 24 months.

Plant Management must ensure that the amended SOP is made available to the Veterinary Office. Auditable records must be kept to provide evidence of compliance with the legislation.

Copies of this trader notice may be printed from the Department’s website - www.agriculture.gov.ie - select heading “AGRI FOOD INDUSTRY ”, scroll down to “TRADE AND EXPORTS”, select “APPROVED MEAT ESTABLISHMENTS”, select “Trader Notices”.

__________________________ 

Liam Walsh

Assistant Principal Officer

Meat Hygiene Section

Meat Hygiene and Animal By Products Division

Agriculture House


January 2006 

The Department of Agriculture and Food does not guarantee the accuracy of the information provided, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. Users should therefore take all necessary precautions before using this information, which they use entirely at their own risk. 

� OJ L 317 of 3.12.2005, p. 4


� OJ L 147 of 31.5.2001, p. 1


� The mandible is the bone of the lower jaw.


� Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 May 2001(O.J. L 147 of 31 May 2001, p.1)





