Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

     Trader Notice Updating MH 13/2008
To: All  Meat Establishments

URGENT NOTICE REGARDING FARM FEED INVESTIGATION 

The Government has announced that laboratory results of animal feed obtained on 6th December 2008 by the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) confirm the presence of dioxins. 

Some of the contaminated feed has been purchased by herdowners. Consequently, herdowners who have purchased this feed have been restricted and no movement of animals is allowed out of those farms. Where these herdowners have registered movements out of these farm between Sept 1st 2008 and today, those animals are being restricted from movement by flagging on the AIM system. 

The list of restricted herds is attached to this Trader Notice. 

Food Business Operators at meat establishments are to note the following:

1) Where the AIM system registers an error code for a herd, and the code is related to the Feed Investigation, all animals from that herd must be sent home by permit and the relevant DVO advised of the movement by phone and email. A record of all permits issued must be kept on file at the Veterinary Office, in a file marked “Feed Investigation”.

2) Where the AIM system registers an error code for an individual animal, and the code is related to the Feed Investigation, that animal(s) must be sent home by permit and the relevant DVO advised of the movement by phone and email. A record of all permits issued must be kept on file at the Veterinary Office, in a file marked “Feed Investigation”.
3) Where meat plants have slaughtered animals from the restricted herds since 1st Sept 2008, this beef/beef product must remain on site. This product will be officially detained. 

4) Food business operators must trace the destination of these beef / beef products consigned from the plant from 1st September 2008 and report the outcome to the VI in charge. A copy of this information should be to cmg@agriculture.gov.ie as a matter of urgency.
5) Food Business operators should consult with the Department’s veterinary officers or Local Authority Veterinary Officers as appropriate, in relation to this notification
Updates will follow as necessary.

Paul Mc Kiernan

Meat Hygiene

24th December 2008

