Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 15/2008
To: All Food Business Operators at Approved Meat Establishments

URGENT NOTICE

PROCEDURE FOR RESUMPTION OF PRODUCTION OF PIGMEAT  
This notice updates Trader Notice MH 14/2008 of 10th December 2008.

Operators of pig slaughtering and processing establishments are advised of the following in relation to production and placing on the market of pigmeat and pigmeat products: 
1. Pre- September 2008

All pigmeat and product from pigs slaughtered prior to 1st September 2008 may be placed on the market without restriction.

2. Imported Product

Product manufactured from imported product may be placed on the market with the agreement of the Official Veterinarian.

The status of pigmeat and pigmeat product from Northern Ireland should be checked through the Food Standards Agency (Northern Ireland).

3. 1 September to 7 December 2008

A full inventory of all pigmeat and product from pigs slaughtered between 1st September 2008 and 7th December 2008, including recalled product must be prepared and made available to the Official Veterinarian.   

Product that cannot be identified as originating in unrestricted herds must be detained and ultimately disposed of as Category 1 animal by-product under official supervision.  Conditions applying to the disposal of this product will be the subject of a further notice.  

Product may be placed on the market only provided it can be clearly demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Official Veterinarian that it derived from pigs sourced from unrestricted herds. Records of all released product must be kept.

The details of restricted herds have been revised at 5 p.m. today and are attached below in Appendix A.

4. Resumption of Activities

Food Business Operators should advise the Official Veterinarian in advance of any intention to recommence production activities.

Food Business Operators may apply to resume slaughtering on condition that: 

· there is physical segregation of all product detained on foot of the dioxin incident 

· a full inventory of this detained product is provided to the Department.

In the case of slaughter, the following additional requirement is required:

· supplementary food chain information for all pigs presented for slaughter must be provided by the herd owner and the FBO in the slaughtering establishment using the attached form in Appendix B.   

Labeling

Upon satisfactory demonstration that the Food Business Operator has met the criteria in Veterinary Procedure Notice 5 of 2008 the official veterinarian will recommend that permission be given to recommence activities and to place product on the market.  The Department’s Meat Hygiene Section will issue notice of the decision to the Food Business Operator and will notify the Official Veterinarian thereof.

Meat Hygiene Section will simultaneously notify Bord Bia of the decision and Bord Bia will issue a quantity of special marketing labels to the Food Business Operator. 

Food business operators should ensure that the marketing labels are applied only to product being placed on the market in accordance with this notice.  It is of utmost importance for consumer confidence that product is guaranteed safe to eat and is derived only from pigs that meet the requirements of this notice.

Paul Mc Kiernan

Meat Hygiene

3.00 p.m. 

16th December 2008

APPENDIX A

RESTRICTED HERDS 

(Updated 3.00 pm  16th December 2008)
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APPENDIX B
Supplementary Food Chain Information in Compliance with Regulation 9 of SI 910 of 2005

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE OWNER OR PERSON IN CHARGE OF THE PIGS

The pigs for slaughter in this consignment (Pig Herd No/Slap No: Z              ) were born and reared on the following holdings:

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Attach copies of relevant NPITS form for pigs that come from other holdings

No feed ingredient from Millstream Recycling, Clohamon, Co Carlow was fed to the pigs in this consignment at any stage in their lives.

Signature_________________ (Owner/Person in Charge of Pigs)

Date_____________________

Name and address of Owner/Person in Charge of Pigs

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

TO BE COMPLETED BY SLAUGHTERHOUSE OPERATOR

I have received and checked the information on this document

Signature______________ FBO

Date__________________
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