Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice: MH No. 11/2011

To: Operators of all approved meat establishments

Subject: Export of beef and beef offal to the Republic of South Africa
Background: From 1st July the age of BSE testing of bovine animals in Ireland was raised to 72 months, except for casualty animals where BSE testing is required at 48 months.  
This is to inform you that the veterinary authorities in South Africa have agreed to accept the raising of the age limit above which healthy slaughter animals must be tested for BSE from 48 to 72 months, in respect of consignments of beef and beef offal destined for South Africa with effect from 4 August 2011.
 A number of technical changes have also been agreed with effect from 4 August 2011 to the veterinary health certification in place for the export of beef and beef offal to South Africa, as set out below:

· The separate certificates for boneless beef and beef offal have been amalgamated into a new certificate covering “frozen beef (deboned recognisable cuts) and offal (anatomically recognisable liver, heart, kidney or reticulum)”
· The specified risk materials (SRM) to be removed during the slaughter and cutting process are now defined as those specified the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code. There is therefore no longer any need for an annex to the certificate to spell out the SRM in detail.

· The conditions regarding the freezing of the meat have been amended. In future, it must be certified that the temperature in the meat was below -10ºC (minus 10ºC) within 24 (twenty four) hours and below -12ºC (minus 12ºC) within 96 (ninety six) hours of production and thereafter.

Copies of the new certificate, printed on the special security stationery, will be made available to certifying officers through the usual channels.




Danielle Coll,

Meat & Milk Hygiene Division
10th August 2011

