Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice: MH No. 10/2011

To: Operators of all approved meat establishments

Subject: Export of beef to the Russian Federation/Customs Union (RF/CU)

Background: From 1st July the age of TSE testing of bovine animals in Ireland was raised to 72 months, except for casualty animals where TSE testing is required at 48 months.  
Further to Trader Notice MH No. 08/2011, this is to inform you that the Russian Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance, Rosselkhoznadzor, has confirmed that the Russian Federation/Customs Union can agree to an increase in the testing age for bovine animals whose meat is destined for the RF/CU with effect from 6th July 2011.
This means that the six revised certificates, which were initialled by the RF/CU and the EC Directorate General for Health and Consumer Protection in May 2011 can enter into force as of 6th July. These certificates are for the following products:
· Boneless meat of cattle and raw beef meat products

· Bone-in beef

· Preserves, sausages and other type of final meat products

· Final food products containing animal raw material

· Canned feed of animal origin for non-productive pets and decorative animals

· Non-canned/dry feed of animal origin for non-productive pets and decorative animals

All Food Business Operators (FBOs) are directed to amend their SOP on eligibility of meat for the RF trade to take account of the changes above, and to advise the Veterinary Inspector of the changes that will ensure compliance with the RF criteria.
In particular FBOs are advised that it is their responsibility to ensure that the correct certificate is used during the transitional period of 4 months. 

In order to ensure uninterrupted trade, the RF/CU is allowing a transitional period of 4 months from 6 July 2011, during which time both the old and the new versions of the certificates can be used.
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