Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 20/2011
To: All Approved Meat Establishments.

Subject: Labelling and traceability of beef.
Background

Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002 (General Food Law) lays down the rules for the labelling and traceability of food at all stages of production, processing and distribution (given further effect in Ireland for products of animal origin by the European Communities (Food and Feed Hygiene) Regulations 2009 (SI 432 of 2009)).  The European Commission and the Member States have published guidance on the implementation of the relevant Articles on traceability in Regulation 178/2002.

Specific conditions in relation to the labeling and traceability of beef are contained in Regulations (EC) No.s 1760/2000, 1825/2000 and 275/2007 (‘The beef labelling regulations’).
Scope

Labelling and traceability of all foodstuffs at DAFF approved beef establishments.

Note:

These criteria are subject to audit by personnel from the Veterinary Public Health Inspection Service (VPHIS) and Food and Veterinary Office, the Internal Audit Unit of the Department and the accredited bodies in the case of voluntary beef labelling claims i.e NSAI, EFSIS.

Key reference Legislation

	Food Hygiene Package Legislation

	EU Legislation
	853/2004 (Identification mark)

854/2004 (Health Mark)

178/2002 (Traceability - Batch Number etc)

1162/2009

	National Legislation
	SI 432/2009

	Beef Labelling Regulations

	
	1760/2000
1825/2000
275/2007                                                                                           

	National Legislation
	S.I. 435/2000
S.I. 485/2002  

	General Labelling 

	EU Directives
	2000/13
2001/101

	National Legislation   
	SI 483/2002 

SI 257/2003

	Allergen labelling

	EU Directives
	2000/13
2003/89

	Nutrition Labelling

	EU Legislation
	90/496
1924/2006

	Genetically Modified Food

	EU Legislation
	1139/98

49/2000  


Role of the Food Business Operator (FBO)
As a follow on from Trader Notice 16/2009, FBOs involved in the production of beef are reminded about the following:
1. FBOs must ensure that they have a comprehensive registration system in place regarding the production of beef and certain beef products in line with the requirements of Article 1 of Regulation (EC) No 1825/2000 in order to ensure reliable traceability systems for beef and beef products.
2. FBOs must ensure that they produce minced meat in line with the requirements of point 2(b)(iii) of Chapter III of section V of Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 and that the minced meat is labelled in compliance with the requirements of Chapter IV of Section V of Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 or by way of derogation with Article 4.2 of Regulation (EC) No 1162/2009.
3. FBOs must ensure that the labelling of beef and certain beef products, including beef of third country origin contain all compulsory labelling requirements laid down in Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000. Problems with the labelling of beef from third countries should be addressed to the FBO in the third country as well as informing DAFF.
FBOs should ensure that their own SOPs are complete and accurate in relation to the points above and that they are implemented in full.

Danielle Coll,
Meat Hygiene Section.
10th October 2011.
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