Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 02/2011
To: All Food Business Operators at Approved Meat Establishments

 Subject: Export of Poultrymeat to South Africa

Background

Agreement has been reached with the South African authorities on a revised veterinary health certificate for the export of poultry meat from Ireland to South Africa. 
Eligibility

All meat exports to South Africa must originate from poultry that was hatched, reared and slaughtered in the Republic of Ireland and the meat must be obtained from poultry that was slaughtered and the meat handled/cut/packed at an abattoir and cutting plant approved by the National Executive Officer of South Africa.
Veterinary Health Certificate

Copies of the new veterinary health certificate will be made available to Veterinary Inspectors at the eligible plants through the usual channels, on request.

Role of Plant Management 
If plant management wish to supply the South Africa market, they must advise the Veterinary Inspector in advance and draw up a Standard Operating Procedure in consultation with the Veterinary Inspector. The SOP must contain the criteria necessary for certification of the product for South Africa.   A note for exporters of the main requirements for this market is available from Catherine Murray, Meat & Milk Policy Division, Agriculture House, Kildare Street Tel: 01 6072700.
Danielle Coll
Meat Hygiene Division,
1st Feb 2011
